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PREFACE. 



THE author of these Seket Renudna vn» a 
^person of as eminent a character in the reU- 
giouB world as most ages have produced. He 
yrjoA by principle a co^rauat to the church of 
England, and died at Water-Stratford, in the 
county of Bucks, A. D. 16M, haying been 
rector of that place twenty years. He was 
lather to him who wrote the treatise on self- 
knowledge, a book which has been of great 
use to many souls. 

ScTeral who were his cotemporaries have 
left some account of the author of these Se- 
ieet Remains, and in partirulaF, his successor 
tp the rectory of Water-@tratford. 

Mr. Hemmet gives this testimony to hid 
character :— « . . 

My acquaintance, with Mr, Mason I have es- 
teemed one of the greatest mercies I ever re- 
ceived. His leaning and piety were great^ 
imd his humility deep. Divers souls in the 
nd^bprhood wherein he lived were seals 
of his nunistry. His affections were so fervent^ 
and his zeal so g;reat, thala^VllDk^^ y^^^^^^"^ 



\ m-'pr*'.^- <^ • 



they cannot be opened without offering a di- 
vine morsel to a hungry soul, a soul united to 
a precious Christ, or is sincerely seeking so 
to be. It will be a sweet pocket companion 
when on a journey as well as in the parlour, 
the kitchen, or the workshop. Reader, labor 
to attain all the experience which is in this 
little manual* 
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TO THE 



-At D^ldngl'&i'Siiny. 



\:* ''ItHti ji 



REV. AND DEAR-'STR, 



I was pleased when you informed me that 
you have a design to print a new edition of 
the Select Remains of your reverend grand- 
father. It is very agreeable to hear, that the 
spirit and temper which runs through that 
book, is so far maintained amongst us, that 
there are sufficient readers to encourage these 
R&inaina to be re-published. I have often 
thought, that this collection of short aentenceSi 
under various heads, are very proper to at- 
tend Christians of the middle rank of life, ei- 
ther in the parlour or kitchen, in the shop or 
work-house ; and for that end I have been a 
frequent purchaser of them to distribute in fa- 
milies among private christians. 

By spending one minute in reading these 
sentences now and then, serious persons may 
find sufficient matter to furnish them with fre- 
quent pious meditations in every circumstance 
of the christian life ; and they may be as ha- 
pily useful in the retirements of the closet 



The style and manner appears to me much 
like that of the late Rev. Mr. Henrt, whose 
practical works have been so uiiversally es- 
teemed. Though there b not any affectation 
of a train of close reasoning here, or magnifi- 
cent and new ideas, which would tempt the po- 
lite and learned world to peruse them ; yet a 
serious christian of the highest rank, can hard- 
ly read many of these sayings, without an in- 
ward relish and taste of them. 

The letters to his friends shew the readf c. 
that the writer was always in heave)', -'i;u 
may teach him upon every occasion u; bfini; 
religioB into his converse with \\'^ Crien*'-. 
whether by writing or speakinu;. 

Upon the whole, I can:!«)t Uvt conceive it 
to be an useful service to r^jinkind, to have 
these papers spread v^broad in l<«e world ; and 
that every occa'-i'.'ci may !)e taikCn to support 
a sense of rr I'ir'ot .r midst the many temp- 
tations of U ? L" i i f ( ' . V : • I if you imagine, sir, 
that my opiiiK'ti vjii^ be of any advantage, 
you hav{^ free loav^ to make this letter public 
as you lOtease. 

I am, plr, 

Yoi • :i:« ctionuie brother, 
Hiul tm.-il'! aer^ant, 

1. WATl . 

NmmgUmi Oct. 84, 1741, 
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SELECT REMAINS^ ^• 



CHAPTER I. 

Containing a variety of devout and nsefal sajr* 
ings, digested under proper heads. 

fifORAL ObSSEYATIOITS AND iNSTRUCTIOirS. 

J[ HOUGH few there be that care to be vir- 
tuous, yet fewer they are that would not de- 
Blre to be counted so. 

Nothing but what is God's dishonour, should 
be our shame. 

We must not walk by example, but by rule. 

They that drive away time, spur a free 
horse. 

As often as a man lays out for God, he 
lays up for himself. 

We have nothing that we can properly caU 
our own, but what we have rea^n to be asha* 
med of. 

We are never well informed of the truth, 
till we are conformed to the truth. 

A conc^t of knowledge is the greatoitt^cte^ 
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of ignorance. 

We remember many things we should foi 
get, •(as Uguii^s^xdkaappoiiitmeBtSy^^.) but 
forget what we should remember, tIz. Qod 
and our souls. >-- 

They that presume inost in {frosperity, are 
soonest subject to despair in adversity. 

Man may commend thee, but God mi^ 
condemn thee. . 

When Qod piinisfaies another, he threatens 

thiee. 

It is as great a n^ercy ,to bf preserved in 
health, as to be delivered 'from sick;jness. -« 

' If you miiid nothing but the body, you lose 
body and soi|l Ipo., IIT you mi^d ^ol^g but 
earui, you lolse earth and heaven top. 

As they, who for evi^rysligfit infirmity take 
physic to repair their Ibealth,. do r^ither Lpoipair 
it ; BO they, who fof every trifle are eager to 
vindicate Uieir character, do^ather weakenlt. 

Honesty is the best policy, and innocence 
the best wisdom. ^ ' , 

Improve the wit vou liave' bought at a 
dear rate, uid the wisdom ybii hav^ g&^P^^ 
by sad experience. 

Learn of Christ who was sensible of i|ytt- 
lies, yet patient liiider them. 
^ Be cheerflU> but not iig^C;^ sblidiblut not sad. 



cr^ divers Sulffecis, II 

% 
Keep tiie body under, but the spirit iip» , 

V Keep such eompany as God keeps. , 

What can you get by bad( company ? If yoa 

He truly good they will either taunt you or 

iemise you. *» * 

Take heed of bei^g ^ected'with the breatl^ 
ofa profane l|e^ i . . . 

Let ibe body wait^upon ^e soul, and both 
iriut upon €k>d. 

8peak not well of yourselfi nor ill of oth- 
ers. ' " . . . ; 

Speak of people's ^rtnes, conceal t^eir in- 
finniites: if you can say no good, say na ill 
ofthenr. 

To reader good for eirk is God-like ; to ren- 
der good for good :is man-like; to render CTii 
br eVil^'is beast-like ; to render evil for good 
bdevil^ik^. 

Cany yourself submissively] towards your 
mperiors;^ friendly towards Jroure<itt4Us; con- 
ftescendingly towards your inferiors; gene- 
rously towivrds your eoeipies; and lovingly 
towards^alL' 

OF ItEUGION IN GENEKAL. 

It agnifies nothing to say we will not 
change pur reUgion^ if our religion change 
lot lis. 

If a man lives and dies a mere professor, it 



It is our main business in this world, to in- 
sure an- interest intlienext. 

A desire of liappiness is natural, a desire ol 
holiness is supernatural. 

If Go4l hath done that good for us which he 
iiath denied to the world, ive ought to do thai 
service for him which is denied him by tlie 
world. 

If we are willing, God will help us; if sin- 
cere, God will accept us. 

A serious remembrance of God, is the foun- 
tain of obedience to God. 

If you fon;et God when you are young, 
God may forget you when you are old. 

When a christian considers the goodness 
of God's ways, he wonders that all the worW 
dolh not walk in them. But when he consid- 
ers Ihc blindness, and depravily, and prejudice 
of llic heart by naltire, he wonders that any 
blioiikl enter upon them. 

MmLc your calling sure, Mid your election 



on divers Sulfjeth. ^ 

Upeven walkipg, with a n^le<>t of w^tc)H 
mf^ make^ a dii^onsolate souj. 

Four things a christian shpuld eamn^ialbr. la* 
pQr after, yix. to be t^^mhji^ ^u tha|ik(ul,^ 
URatchfui and QheerfuL 

if we woiild n^ot ial( intq (Jbings unlawful 
vr^ must sometimeB deisgr oure^lyes^ in thpsq 
that are lawfuL 

Salvation then draws near to man wfik^n it 
is his main care. 

The ordinances of God are ihe means of 
salvation; but the Gpd of or4uiance8 istho 
author of salvation. 

Keligion mus^ be our business, then it will 
be our delight^ 

It will cost so^iething to be religious, it 
will cost more not to be so. 

A christian's life is notbing ^Ise hut a short 
trial of his graces. 

Lukewarmness is the best natural, but worst 
spiritual temper a man can be in. 

There are few but are sometimes in a 
fleriouB (it ; but how few are in a serious frame, 
who have not an abiding sense of God upon 
their hearts. 

It is a voluntary cannot that keeps the sou! 
from God. 

The gate which leads tOjlife is a straight gate, 
therefore we should fear; it is au open gate, 
therefore we should hope. 

B 



as (hoii ail ; come poor, come Deerty, come 
ciiipfy, come wrelclieil, only coiue, only bc- 
liciT ; his lieart is free, his arms are open, it 
is liii^ joy nod Itis crown to receive tliee. If 
IJiou art willing, lie waa never otlicrwiae. 

OP THE LOVE OF CHRIST. 

Nolliing grieves Christ more, Uian to liavc 
his lovt; slighted: nothing jilcaselh him more 
than lo have it accepted. 

TJie love of Christ is slrongcr than death, 
sweeter tJian life, and belter Uian wine. 

Every new sense of Christ's love, adds 
new degrees to ours. 

The love of Christ has a height without a 
top, adeptli without a bottom, a length with- 
out an end, and a breadth without a limit. 
Bph. iii. 18, ID. 
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Christ's sorrows, griefs, and sufTerings, can 
be paralelled with nothmg but his love. 

OF SAINTS OR TRUE BELUSVER8. 

God hath no sons that are unlike himselfl 

Believers are chtldren of the same family, 
members of the same son, and habitations of 
the same spirit; fellow-citizens, fellow-ser- 
rants, fellow-soldiers, fellow travellers, and 
fellow heirs. 

None are so easily acqusdnted, so close 
knit together, and so much endeared to out 
Bnother, as real christians. 

One true christian differs from another with- 
out breach of charity, as friends love one 
another, though in different garbs. 

It is not so considerable in a christian, 
what his judgment is, as what his temper is. 

Heart-work b better than head-work ; and. 
It is a better temper to be fervent in charity, 
than in disputes. 

Better be a melancholly saint, than a mad 
unner. 

If good men are sad, it is not because they 
ire good but because they are not better. 

Whom God chooses, the world refuses. 

Cknl's gold is the world's dross. They 
rf whom the world is not worthy, arc counted 
sot worthy to live in the world. 

If beUevers are condemned by the worlds 

O 
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are carnal, when our lii^ fliougfats of one 
gives us low thou^ts of another. 

His goodness makes his majesty amiable, 
and his majesty makes his goodness wooh 
derful. His lore is not abated by his great- 
ness, nor his greatness by his love. Hia 
holiness hinders him not from dwelling witii 
ttie poor in spirit 

Nothing is great enough for him to admire, 
who is infinite majesty; nothing is mean 
enon^ for him to despisei who is infinite 
mercy. 

God deals with his servants, not as a pas* 
donate master, but as a compassionate fieiUier. 

What pleaseth God should please us, be- 
cause it pleaseth God. 

A si^t of God bepoaasaint on earth, and 
perfects him in heaven. 

Qod takes notice of every particular man^ 
as if there were none else ; and yet takes no* 
tice of all as if they were but one man. 

God repented that he made man, but ney« 
er repented that he redeemed man. 

We cannot live naturally without God, how 
then can we live hi^py without him. 

We may know what God intends for us by 
what he hath wrought in us. 

They that have God for theur God, have an* 
gels for their guard. 



oh dicers Subjects. 

Many Rave lost for God, but none ever lost 
by Gfod. 

if flicy have lost in temt)6rala, Ihey have 
ht^n eterhaf gainers, Mtdih. iix. 29. 

thh is a sdre r«He: Gad nei)er takes any 
iking from his people^ Inxt he gives them some- 
Utmg better iri the stead of it. 

God is a great God and therefore we should 
W»t ufioinf hftti; h'e isf li good God, and there- 
fore it 16^ not \ii Vflfiii t<y i^rait Qpoh hiih. 

A inan iriay he a worshipper 6^ the true 
Oody and fei iidt a- tMe Woi^liipper of GkxT. 

The lowest reverence i& dtii6 to the highest 
nn^eflCya' 

Fear God for his power, trust him fof his 
WisdOtti, love him^fft* his g6b(&ebs, praise liim 
for his greatness, believe him for his faitiiful- 
ness, and adore him for his holiness. 

Alf creatures are as nothing compared with 
God, and absolutely nothing without God. 

OF TH^ FEAR OF GOD. 

They thiat fear God least, have the greatest 
reason to fear him. 

A fear of departing from God is a good 
niieahs to keep us from departing from him. 

The more we fear God, the less we shall 
fear men. 

They that ^vill not fear God iri prosperity, 
\^i be sfraid 6f him in adversity. 

B2 



lierefore can eave uimers to (be utlermosL 

The blood of Cbriat which satisfied tiie 
lUalice of God, may satisfy the conscience of 
ui awakened sinner. 

If sin was better known, Christ would be 
better thought of. 

If ^n doth not taste bitter, Cbriat cannot 
teste sweet. 

When sin is hell, Christ is heaven. 

There is no passage from sin to holiness, 
till we are passed from sm to Christ. 

Christ may have an interest in us, though 
we may not be able to see our interest in him. 

Christ hath entreated God to be reconcil- 
ed to us, and now he entreats us to be recon- 
ciled to God. 

God will give us nothing for our sakes, 
but he will deny us nothing for Christ's sake. 

None are so low as Christ was, none so 
lowly, none bo loving. 

We may know what Christ halh done for 
ns, by wluit fae hath done in tts. 
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Creatures die that oiir bodies may liYe^ 
Christ died that our souls may live. 

Our judge, instead of condemmng us, stept 
from the bench and died for us. 

Christ is to be a betiever's judge, and if he 
was to chuse his judge he could not chuse 
abetterfriena. 

As God glorifies Christ in heaven, so the 
spirit glorifies him on earth, in the hearts of 
believers. 

A believer's comfort in tiving, is U^ live to 
Christ; and in dying, it is that he shall go to 
Christ 

The blood of Christ upon the heart is the 
greatest blessing; upon the head is the great- 
est curse. 

It matters not who are our accusers, if 
Christ be our advocate. 
CkrisVs Blood ^ f Ransom^ 

ChrisVs Spirit I | CoTrtfurler^ 

ChrisVa Word S'is ihe Souts { Foody 



ChrisVs Supper 
The hordes Day^ 



\ Feast, 
{^Market Bay y 
A christian may triumph in the death of 
Christ; "O death! where is thy sting? O 
grave! where is thy victory? O hell! where 
is thy terror? O world! where is thy malice? 
O sin! where is thy strength? O my soul! 
w^ere are thine accusers ?" 
There is rio honor like a relatloii la CVksj^\ 
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Then a man shews himself to be a efait^* 
fian, when he chooses rather to suffer than 
sin. « 

Sin digs graves for bodies, and kindles hell 
for souls. 

That is a sufficient cause for trouble, that 
is the cause of all the trouble in the world. 

Should not we groan for that which makes 
the whole creation groan? , 

If the heart be under the power of sin, the 
eonecience is undler the guilt of sin. If thou 
art not purified, thou art not pardoned. 

A man can never leave sin thoroughly, 
till he loatlies it heartily. ^ 

We must be sick of sin before we be dead m 
to sin. 

There is no sin a man can be tempted to^ but 
lie will find greater comfort in resisting than 
indulging. 

How can we say that we love Christ, if we 
love sin, whieli was an enemy to his life and 
soul when he vvas on eartli, and is an enemy 
to his gloiy now that he is in heaven? 

Our sins cried as loud to heaven as the 
Jews did to cartli, tliat Christ might be cruci- 
Hed. 

Go to Golgotha, and see what sin did there. 

Christ did not die for sin that we might 
Hve to sin. 

Christ died that our gins might die, and our 
souis live. 
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Al! our sins shall not separate between God 
and oiir gouls, if unbelief doth not separate 
between Christ and our souls. 

There is no sui but what may be traced up 
1q unbelief. 

lie that glories in his sin glories in liia 
shame. 

AVe should be ashamed of sin, but not 
ashamed to take shame for sin. 

Get Uiis principle In your hearts, there is 
nothing ^oi by sin, nor lost by hotiness. 

By suffering we may avoid sinning, but by 
sinning we cannot avoid suffering. 

One that truly fears Grod, is afraid of sin ; 
he sees more evil in it than in all the evil in 
the world. 

If we be not humble for sin, we derogaie 
from the majesty of God ; if we despair un- 
der it we derogate from his mercy. 

One that is sincere hates sin in himself, and 
laments it in others. 

Our hatred of sin must be irreconcilable ; 
and our endeavours against it perpetual. 

Want of sorrow for sin, more argues want 
of love to Christ, thanMe sin itself. 

Sin is a penitent's burthen and wound, but 
Christ is liis cure and coihfort. 

Sin is tlie sickness of. Ihe soul, and Christ 
tbe only physician that can cure it of the le- 
prosy of prophancncss, the fevcjp of concupi-r 
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scence, Utie drqisyof cov6txmsiieBs,tliety]n|ia* 
ny of pride, the lethargy of lukewaminesBy 
the phrenaij of pasaioiiy aiu} the palsy of un- 
belief. 

Hatred ia heart-murder; lust is heart adul* 
tery ; and eovetousiiess heart-stealing. 

How tender is our flesh? how hard our 
heart? i. e. How much more sensible are 
we of suffering than sin ! 

We should fear to think that before Qoi 
which we are alMd to do before man; 
God knows our hearts better than any man 
l^uows our faces. 

Vain thoughts are sin's adyocatesi and 
Christ's adversaries* 

God is so holy, that he would not suffer 
such an evil as sin, but that he is so wise, that 
he can bring good out of it 

OF REPENTANCE, 

Repentance begins in the humiliation of 
the heart, and ends in the reformation of the 
life. 

Though we want power tq repent; yetwe 
do not want means to repent, nor power to use 
these means. 

He that repents of sin, as sin, doth impU^ 
citly repent of all sin. 

Let not sinful pleasures prevent Godly- 
sorrows. 
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Aa hamble confesaioii of aiD brings ahame 
to ouneiveB, but gloiy to €k)d. 

Too cannot repent too soon. There ie no 
daj like to-day. Yesterday is gone, to-mor< 
row is Ck>d's not your own. And thinlc how 
sad it will be to have your evidences to seek, 
when your cause is to be tried; to have your 
oil to buy, when you should have it to bum ! 

Let the hopes of mercy encourage to the 
exerdse of repentance. 

Tarn to God, and he will turn to you; and 
then you are happy, though all the world 
turn sgdnst you. 

If we Ullnk amiss of Christ, we shall ne- 
■fer believe; if we think well of sin we shall 
Beyer repent 

If we put off our repentance to another day, 
ire have a day more to repent of, and a day 
less to repent in. 

If we study to honor God, we cannot do it 
fetter than by confessing our sins, and laying 
ourselves low at the feet of Christ. 

Godly sorrow is the sorrow of love, the 
melting of the heart; love is the pain and 
pleasure of a mourning heart 

The evangelical penitent loves and ^eves. 
"Alas, (saith he) that I, who am as high as 
iieaven iu privilege, should be as deep as heU 
in miquity ! instead of repenting, I have ran 
^ther on score! Instead of hoiloring God, 
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I have dishonored him ! Instead of pleasing 
hiin I have provoked him ! Instead of follow- 
ing h!n), I have forsaken him !— O what bow- 
els hisve J grieved ! How can I sin against ray 
Jesus! Shall I deny and crucify my Saviour! 
He was crucified for me, and shall he be cru- 
cified by me ! Shall I wound his heart and 
pierce his side again, and give him cause to 
say, these are the wounds I received in the 
house of my friends." 

OF FAITH. 

Reliance is the essence of faith, Christ is the 
object, the word is the food, and obedience 
the proof: so that the true faith is a depend- 
ing upon Christ for salvation in a way of obedi- 
ence, as he is offered in the word. 

The true tears of repentance flow from the 
eye of faith.* 

Though faith be necessary to our justifica- 
tion, good works are necessary to our salva- 
tion. 

We must derive our work from faith, and 
demonstrate our faith by works. 

God is often pleased to embitter a life of 
schse, that he may endear the life of faith. 
A stedfast faith begets a constant peace. 1 
Tiie more faith the more humility. I 

Keep good principles and they will keep youJ 
Men would first see and then believe ; bul 
they must first believe a^d then see. I 
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Ab believers live upon Christ, by faith, so 
they live to him by obedience. 

Justii^'ing faith is always attended with uni-> 
versal obedience. 

There is a difference between contending 
for the faith and babbling for a fancy. 

Assurances sets the notion of faith too high, 
assent too low. ' 

There is as much (L'ffcrence befivcen faith 
and assurance, as there is between the root 
and the fruit. 

There may be joy without faith, and there 
may be fai^h without lov. 

Human faith is founded upon probability, 
( divine faith upon certainty. 

If the exerciijc of f^iilh be the care of your 
own souls, the end of your faith will be tlie 
salvation of your own souls. 

OF IlL?IILITy. 

To be low is tlie safest and comliest pos- 
ture for siiuul creatures. 

It is the creatures honour to abase him- 
self before the most high God. 

God had rather see his children hmnble 
for sin, than proud of grace. 

If men did but knowtliemselves more, tl.ev 
would be more humble. 

Iliey tliat are humble, are content rnd 
thankful* # 
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An humble spirit is a charitable and quiet 
spirit 

Judge thyself iriflt a judgment of nnceritf 
and thou urilt judge others with a judgment 
of charity. 

To humble ourselves is the only way to 
rise. 

Believers must be humble for sin pardon- 
ed, and because it is pardoned. 

When Paul was a pharisee, he thought he 
was blameless : when he was a christian, the 
chief of sinners ; before, any thing but Christ ; 
now, none but Christ. 

If Christ humbled himself to our nature, 
we should humble ourselves to honor 
his name. 

Neither all the devils in hell, nor all the 
temptations of the world can hurt that man 
that keeps himself humble and depending on 
Christ. 

It is DO humiliation to aggravate sin above 
Christ's saving power. 

Despair is a corruption of humiliation^ it 
IS a counterfeit humility, a sullen pride, a co- 
vert of a hardened spirit. 

This is true humiliation, which (like a hai*« 
binger) makes way for Christ, and throws the 
Boul at his feet 

Our Saviour was a preacher and pattern 
ofihumility I he ^ so admire it, that he sa^ 



on cUvera SvLbjtcU* 37 

Ihem in the highest form, that had the lowest 
hearts. 

None 80 high and ^orious as Christ, yet 
jBone 80 meek and lowJy. 

OF CONTENTMENT* 

Humility is the mother of contentment. 
.. The deeper your seif-aMiorrpnee, the easi^ 
«r is self-resignation. 

They that deserve nothing shpnld be- con- 
tent with with any thing. 

Bless €k)d for what yon have, and trust 
God for what you want. 

We miist commit our souls to God's keep- 
hig, and submit ourselves to Clod's ^disposing. 

We should obey his revealed will, and then 
be resigned to his providential will. 

If we cannot bring our condition to our 
mind, we must labour, to brin^ our inind to 
our condition. 

Neither contentment or discontehtmcnt 
arises from the oiatward condition, but from 
the inward disposition. 

If a man is not content in that state he is 
in, he will not be content in any state he 
would be in. 

CP P&IDE ' M 

To be sure a man is proud of that which h6 
Icorns another for the want of. 

D 



Ood had rather hb people should bre poor 
]y, than lire proudly. 

How canst thou be a judge of another'f 
heart, that dost not know thine own t 

As the firit atcp heavenward is humility, sfl 
the first step hellward is pride. 

Pride counts the gospel raolishness, but th« 
gospti always shews pride to be so. 

Pride is a sin that will rise out of the ashei 
of other sins. 

Folly is the heginnins of pride, and shame 
shall be tlie end of il ; either temporal repent- 
ance or eternaJ punishment. 

bhall the sinner be proud that is going td 
liell ! 

Shall the saint be pi-oud that is newly sa- 
ted from it? 

Thou that caiiel call nothing thy own biA 
sin and Bhaiae, art thou proud ? A worm, auc 



ondhera Subjects, 39 

proud? Emptiness, and proud? Perishing, and 
proud? 

it is unreasonable for the creature to be 
proud, much more the sinnert 

OF HYPOCaiST. 

An hypocfite is one that neither it what he 
seems, nor seems what he is. 

An hypocrite is the picture of a saint; but 
his paint shall be washed off, and he shall ap- 
pear in his own colours. 

God is in good earnest with us, we ou^t 
therefore to be so with him. 

An hypocrite is hated of the world for seem- 
ing a christian, and hated of God for not being 
9Qe, 

OF IDLENESS. 

Idleness is the mother of many wanton chil- 
dren. 

They that do nothing, are in the ready way 
to do tiiat which is worse than nothing. 

If we hide our talent in the earth, we shafl 
lose our treasure in heaven. 

A christian should never say, he hath noth- 
ing to do. 

It was not for nothing, that we were Galle<| 
put of nothing. 



OF THE SOUL. 

It matters not what a man loses, if he save 
his soul ; but if he lose his soul, it matters not 
what he saves. 

They that are least sensible of their souls' 
wants, are ijaost miserable. 

'Tis our greatest wisdom to be tenderly 
watchful oyer the frame of omr spirits ; to ob« 
serve what helps it, and what injures it. 

If you lose your time^ you lose your hopes ; 
luxd if you lose your hopes, you lose your souls ; 
and when your souls are lost, they shall never 
be recovered ; and when yoi^r time is lost, it 
i^all never be redeemed. 

OF THE HEAET AND CONSCIENCE. 

The soft mercies of God will break the hard 
lieartofmaa. 

An hard heart is not so soon broken, as a 
broken heart is bound up. 

It is better to have a good conscience, and 
be censured, than to hare a bad one, and be 
flattered. 

We must (hear the wiraings of conscience 
or we shall feel the woundings of cohscience. 

A word from God, a Itttric from Christ, a 
foach from the spuit win break tl^e. hearty 
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OF aiucE. 

The notion of free-grace may make persont 
disso}nte, but a sense of it restrains from sin. 

The goodness of God respects our empti- 
ness, th$ grace of God our sinfulness, and the 
mercy of God our unworthiness. 

What sin is there, which grace cannot 
pardon? What heart is there, which grace can- 
not soften ? What soul is there which grace 
cannot save ? 

All grace flows from Christ united to the 
soul, as all life flows from the soul united to 
thebody, 

^e more God's justice was declared to- 
wards his son[, the more was his mercy magni- 
fied toT^ards the sinner. 

Crod humbled his son, to exalt his grace. 

Saul was not 90 free in persecuting Christ, 
I as Christ was in pardoning Paul. ^ 

Bless God for Christ, Christ for the spirit, 
and the spirit fo^ grace. 

Possibly a Christianas enemies may spoil 
him of his conmion mercies; but they shall 
never rob him of his covenant mercies. 

God's faithfulness performed what his mer- 
cy promised. 

Merxjy drew the covenant; faithfulness 
keeps it; mercy called usi; feithfi^lnees wiH 
(Bot cast us off*. 

D2 
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Common mercies may be sweet, but 90t^ 
Mat mercies are sure. 

Abuser^ of mercy are treasurers up of 
Wrath, 

If fliou wert worthy, thou eouldst have no 
mercy. 

There is grace in the desire of grace, as 
there is sin in the deure of sin. 

Tou that have found mercy shew mercy. 

Though God in mercy hath done grea^ 
things for you, yet consider what injustice he 
might have done to you. 

Whilst we carry a sense of grace in our 
conscience to comfort us, let us carry a sense 
of sin in our memory to humble us. 

We can never bless God enough for his 
patience, that hath kept us so long out of hell; 
nor for his mercy that so earnestly invites us 
to heaven. 

All that are chosen are vessels of piierey, 
all that are regenerate are patterns of mercy, 
all that are saved are monuments of mercy; 
and the work of heaven^ is to sing the loud 
praises of mercy. ' 

It melts the heart to think that Go4 is as full 
of mercy, as I am of sin; he as free to for- 
^ve as I aip to offend ; he* hath daily mercies 
for daily sins. 

The heart of man is such a barren soil^ that 
no good can grow thei^fai, unless Almighty 
grace plant it. 
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Qrace 18 an immortal seed, cast into an im- 
mortal soil, that bringsibrth immortal fruit • i 

OF TEMPTATION. 

Temptations are instructions. 

He is over wise that goes out of God's way 
to escape a cross. 

God will either keep his saints from temp- ' 
tations, by his preventing n^ercy, or in temp- 
tations by his supporting mercy, or find a way 
for their escape by his delivering mercy. 

A christian that lives here among his ene- 
mies, siiould never stir abroad urithout his 
guard. 

Satan tempts to sin, the spirit counsels 
against sin. 

If you follow Satan, you will find the 
tempter prove a tormentor; if you follow the 
spirit, you will find the counsellor prove a 
comforter. 

OF THE WORLD. 

If the world be our portion here, hell wifl 
be our portion hereafter. 

We must neither leave the world, nof . 
love it. \\ 

The world promises comforts, and pays 'j 
sorrows. '^ 

Riches, and prosperity will either kill vnfk , 
<^e, or surfeit with delight. 
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Be not proud of riches but afraid of then, 
lest they be as alf^ ba» to cross the way to 
heaven. 

We put a price upon riches, but riches caii< 
not put a price upon us. 

We must answei' for our riches, but our rich- 
es cannot answer for us. 

Riches areas indifferent things; Good or 
bad, as they are used: be then as indifferent to 
them as they are to you. 

|f there be too great an affection for ai|y 
thing here, there will be an answerable affec- 
tion. 

It is a sad thing when a man can haye no 
comfort but in diversions, no joy but in for- 
getting himself. 

Love the men of the world but not the 
things of the world. 

To have a portion in the world, is a mer- 
cy; to iiave the world ifor a portion, is i^ 
misery. 

Whatever we make an idol of, will be a 
cross to us if we belong to Christ ; a curse to 
lis if we do not. 

We should endeavour to pass through this 
"iToHd with a cheerful indifferency. 

Covetousness betrayed our Saviour, envy 
accused him, and the friendship of the world 
eondenmed him.- 

Man is not made for the world, but tii^ 
world for man. 
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It 19 our business in this world, to secure an 
Uiterest in the next 

The things of the world the more they are 
known^ the less they are admired ; but the 
things of God, the more they are known the 
more they are admired. 

There is no miss of the creature, where 
there is a full enjoyment of the Creator. 

If thou art not afraid of the world, I fear 
thou art a friend of the world, and an enemy 
to God. 

Ajs you love your souls, beware of the 
world; it hath slain its thousands, and ten 
thousands. What ruined Lot's wife? the 
world. What ruined Judas 1 the world. What 
ruined Simon Magus ? the world. What ruin- 
ed Demas? the world. And, what shall it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world, and 
lose bis own soul? Matt. xvi. 26. 

To speak the truth freely: riches are dust, 
honors are shadows, and pleasures are bub- 
bles, and a man a lump of yauity, compound- 
ed of sin and misery. 

OF THE WOBD OF GOD. 

The word of God must be nearer to us 
than our friends, dearer to us than our liberty, 
imd pleasanter to us than all earthly comforts. 

Take the candle of Gk)d'a word; and search 
Ate comers of your heart. 
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We speak to God in prayer; God speaks to 
lis in his word. 

Two things are to be trembled at ; the pre- 
sence of God which fills all places, and the 
word of God i^hich reachetb to all times. 

All arguments against the word of GU>d 
^e fidlacies ; all the conceits against the word 
are delusions ; all derisfon against the word 
is folly ; and all opposition against the word 
is madness. 

When God tlireatens, that's a time to re^ 
pent: when he- promises, that's a time to be- 
lieve ; when h^ commands, that's a time to 
obey. 

If a man believed the treatenings of th^ 
word of God, he would tremble, and fly to 
file promise for refuge. 

As Christ came out of his Father's bosom, 
eo the promises came out of Christ's ude. 

The church cannot live without faith, wd 
fiuth cannot live without the promises, 

We have less pow^r to stand than our first 
parents, but we have better promises. 

Whatever promises faith takes hold ot, it 
makes the good t^gs there promised to be 
•ur own. 

God's promises are a defence against man's 
threatehings. 

The promises of the gospel are sealed to us 
by the oath of the Fa£er, the blood g£ ^e 
Bon, and the witness of the Spirit 
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bF TR£ LAW. 

^e moral law was weak through the 
fiesh; the ceremonial law was so u its own 
liatiire ; but Christ was the end of the mo- 
ral to fulfill it; and thfe end of the ceremonial 
Mr to answer its intention by offering himself 
a saerifice. 

Christ was God^s righteous servaM to per- 
form all the duties bf the moral lawj and 
our devoted sacrifice to bear all the penalties 
of it 

Bj the law is the knowledge of sih, by the 
gospel is the knowledge of Christ. 

God hath written a law' and a gdsjf^l ; the 
law to humble us, and the gospel to comfort 
ns ; the law to cast us down, and the gospel 
to raise us up ; ^e law to eonvinee us of mis- 
ery, and the gospel to convince us of his mer- 
cj ;the law to discover sin, and the gospel 16 
fiscover grace in Christ. 

OS" FROVIDfiNCB. 

Pn>videtices are sometimes dark texts that 
want an expositor. 

God's providence fulfills hie promise. 

Count every day as well as you can, the 
providence of God towards you that day. 

Without God's providence nothing falls out 
to tile wcfrid; without his commission no- 
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Tu be a christian and a suffertng christiaii, 
ii a double honor. 

By aillicliQn Go<l aeparates the sin which Ik 
liaUis from the soul which he loves. 

The more a man fears sin, the less will h6 
fear trouble. 

Afflictions are of GoiVs sending, but of ain's 
fleserving. Sin is the poison, affliction the 
physic. 

When Cod is humbling, let us endeavour to 
liumble ourselves. 

If the servants of Christ are never so low, 
yet his heart is with them, and bis eye upos 

Gofi takes it unltindly when we grieve loo 
much for any outivard thing ; because it is 
t\ siKu wo fetch not that comfort from him 
ivhich wc should. 

Thouj-h Ihc hand of God may be itgainsf 
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yon, yet the be&rt of God may be towards 
yoa. 

WLat if the providence of God crow you, 
if the promise of God bless yoa ? 

What is bearing a temporal <»ross, io the 
wearing an eternal crown? 

Oar enjoyments are greater than ouif.a£iiC' 
ti<Mi8, less than our sins. 

Our sufferings should stir up our graces, a^ 
wcil^ as our gri^. 

OF PRATER. 

FtU up-the void spaces of your time with 
Hieditation isind prayer. 

They are the safest who are most in their 
closets 'r who pray not to Beseen of men, but 
to b^ heard of God. 

Prayer doith not consist in gifted express- 
ions, and a ^elubi^ of- speech ; but in a 
brokenness of heart 

Inptetfecl broktti g;Foans, from a broken 
heart God will accept. 

An hard heaiH^ cannot pray ; a broken heart 
is made up of prayer. . 

It is a comfort to christians apart to tliiok 
Ham prayers meet before a throne of grace : 
and their persons shall meet belbre a throne 
of glory. 

There wants nothincc but a believing pray- 
er to turn ttv6 promise into a performance^ 

£ 
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God is a great God and therefore he wiV 
be sought ; he is a good God, and therefore he 
will be found. 

When God pour^ out his spirit upon man^ 
then will man pour out lus heart before God. 

He that lives without prajer, or prays witih 
out Mfe, hath not the spirit of Gk>d. 

Prayer doth not consist in the elegtraee of 
the phrase, but in the strength of the affection. 

Where there is a willing. heart, there will 
be a continual crying to heaven for help. 

Pray, that you may pray.' 
- Waiting 'upon upon God continually will 
abate your unnecessary cares, and sweetea 
your necessary ones. 

God counts all the steps we take to -the 
throne of grace, and all the minutes <tf our 
waiting. 

Let nothing get between heaven and prayer 
but Christ. 
. Prayer, if it be done as a task, is no prayer. 

Sin quenches prayer, affliction quickens ii. 

The same spirit of faith which teslches a 
man to cry earnestly, teaches him to wait 
patiently ; for as it assures him the mercy is 
in the Lord's hand, so it assures him it will be 
given forth in the Lord's time. / 

The breath of prayer comes from the life of 
faith. 

Whaitever yoa want, gd to God by faith and 
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^^ra^rer, in the name of Chriat, and never iliink 
iis delays are denials. 

They who spend their days in fudtii and 
prayer, shall end their days in peace and 
comfort 

jof eternitt^ 

l«ook backwards, and time was when souls 
were not ; look forward, and our 80ul§ will be 
when time shall not 

Who will not deny himself for a time, that 
he may enj(^ himself for ever. 

What is the world to them Ihai are in the 
pave, where our bodies must shortly be 1 Or 
to them that are in eternity, inhere our soul* 
must shortly be ? 

Remember you are at the door of eternity, 
and have other work to do than to trifle 
away ihae ; those hours which you i^iend in 
your closets, are the golden qiots of all your 
time; and will have the sweetest influence up- 
on your last hours. 

Our life is a passage to eternity ; it ought 
to be a meditation of eternity and a preparoi- 
&>n for eternity . 

OF DEATH. 

The longest life is a lingering death. 

First inl^cy dies, then childhood, then 
youth, then man)iOQd, theii dd 9ge, and tl^en 
we make an e^cl of dying. 
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Though thou mayest haye been nearer 
death (in thine own apprehen^ons) than thou, 
art now ; yet it is certain, death was never bo 
near to thee as it is now. 

Death to a christian is putting off rag» iaat 
robes. 

We need not be ashamed of that now, 
which we are sure we shall not repent of when 
we come to die. 

As the king of terrors leaves us, so the dajr 
of terror will find us. 

Death will be very terrible to him who 
dies not in his thoughts daily. 

There is nothing terrible in death, but wh^ 
our lives may have made so. 

It is death to many to think of death ; they 
are as unwilling to be led into a discourse of 
death, ss children into the dark : the thoughts 
of it are no more welcome to them, than 
Moses was to Pharaoh ; to whom be said, 
Oet thee Jrom me, and lei me see thy Jaee no 
Tnore. £xod. x. 28. 

Death shuts in the light of this world, and 
i& the daybreak of eternity. 

Let us familiarize death by meditation, 
and sweeten it by preparation. 

The great comfort of a believer, on his 
death-bed, is faith !n Cimst, hope in the pro- 
mises, and an interest in the covenant. 

7hi8 life is a middle state ; we must sooit: 
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gA higher or lower, where we must spend up- 
k on the treasure we here lay up, whether of 
^ wrath or glory. 

We should thmk of death, not as though 
* we were thinkii^, but as though we were dy- 
ing. 

It is the greatest business of life, to think 
of the end of life, and to lay hold of eternal 
life. 

Let us make a friend of death and our 
^udge ; and then we shall die out of choice, 
,ji^ as well as necessity. 

OF HEAVEN. 

If heaven doth not enter into us by way of 
holiness, we shall never enter into heaven by 
way of hi^piness. 

If you would lay up a treasure of glory in 
heaven, lay up a treasure of grace in your 
hearts. 

If your souls are rich in grace, they will be 
rich in glory. 

The more you do for God in this world, the 
more God Tiill do for ygu in the world to 
come. 

As heaven is kept for the saints of Christ, 
so they are kept for heaven by the spirit. 

In heaven all God's servants will be abun- 
fiiantly satisfied with his dealings and dispcn- 
foMoBB with them ; and shall seq how a^ c«>Ot 



naaii, but are loalh to be scratched with th& 
briers and fliorns of the nildcroess. 

In lieaven there ia the presc-nce of all 
good, and tlie absence of a!) evil. 

Grace and glory dlfTer, but as the bud and 
the blossom ; what is grace bat elory begun! 
IVhat U glory but gi-oce pcrfi ctetl ? 

We may hope for a pUice in heaven, if oiir 
liearls are made suitdbic to the state of 
heaven. 

If lliere will be any er'cf '" heaven, sure it 
will be foi' (his, tliat we have done no mora 
for God Oil earth. 



They that will uol fear the punishmetit in 
h*^ threatening, shr.ll fe*;! the threatening in 

lie piiiiishlnatt. 
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In heaven holiness is their everlasting: tem- 
per, and happiness their everlasting portion ; 
in heH sm is their eternal temper, and sorrow 
their eternal portion. 

The reason why so many {iedl into hell, is 
bechuse so few think of it. 

None are so near heaven as they that are 
convinced : none so near hell, as tiiose who 
have quenched conviction. 

The scomer's seat stands next hell gate. 

We must fall into the arms of Christ, or 
^ into the flames of hell. 

You may think it a sad thing to repent on 
earth, but it is a sadder thing to repent in hell, 

A creature's place is a low place, but a shi- 
ner's place is a lower. 

It is a weak and wretched thing, by a fisdse 
f^aice to secure eternal sorrow. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Cimtainiitg some Rdif^ous Observations by. 
by ivay of Simile. 

AS rivers and fountains proceed from the 
^ea, and return thither again ; so true grace 
HI tbe heart, as a fountain, sends forth all its 
jitreams towards Crod, the ocean from whence 
j^ flowed. 
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Ae ivcrlJly joy ends in sorrow, so godlj 
sorrow eiiils in j'ly. 

An it somi-tintea rains wlieD the Eun shines ; 
so th«i'i$ miiy !)e joy in a saiiil's heart when 
' there arrj isare in lilfi eyes. 

Coiif<>ssiDn of ein should come like water 
[ from n spring lliat runs freely ; and not like 
waier from a still, that is foreed by the fire of 
affliction. 

As llic way to stop bleeding, it by opening 
a vein, no Ihe way to stop unreasonable aor- 
row id to turn it azsinst sin. 
I Sin is like a bee, with honey in its moufb, 
I but a ^tiiig in its tiiil. 

' Many ii man shifts his sins as men do their 

clothes; Iheyput off one lo put on another: 

j This h but wHidug upon the devii in a new liv- 
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The pleasure of nn is like a draught of 
Bweet poison. 

As the fly, that play« about the candle, 
doth often bum its wings at last ; so the chris- 
tian that parleys^ with temptations, is in dan- 
ger of having the wings of his soul so short- 
ened by the fiery darts of the devil, that ho 
will not be able to rise again towards heaven, 
until God shall give him renewed affections. 

As Noah's dove could find no rest for the 
BoIe of her foot, so the spirit of €h)d can find 
no residence in that heart which is deluged in 
sin. 

Our conscience is a fire within us, our sins 
as tho fuel ; therefore, instead of warming, it 
will scorch us ; unless the fewel be removed, 
or the heat of it allayed by penitential tears. 

All true christians must be like Noah's ark, 
that was pitched within and without. Gen. vi. 
14. They must have a holy inside, and a ho- 
ly outside; their profession and practice 
must agree together. 

They that are professors only, and make a 
shew of religion for sinister ends, are like Or- 
pah ; in times of affliction they will kiss their 
mother and be gone ; they will soon take 
leave of the church of God. But they that 
are true christians are like Ruth ; they will 
cleave to her, stay by her, live and die with 
her, and never depart from her. Ruthy^ L 14. 



Chrialians hearts are as iron: if Ihey be 
once ma<le hot with the love of GoJ, they 
ivill more easily i^e joined together in love 
one to another. 

As the Eun ripens and sweetens fruit by shin- 
ing upon them, without which they woul.l be 
sour ami unsavory ; so it is tlie sunshine of 
God's love nnd favor that sweetens all earthly ■ 
blessings, without which they would be but 
crosses and curses to tiiem that possess them. 

God's mercies are as cords to draw us to 
liim ; but our sins ai-e as sEiarp as swords that 
cut those cordA. 

Outward comforts are like tlie rollen twige 
of a tree ; they may be touched, but if they 
are trusted to, or rested upon, Ihey will ccr- 
/«injy deceive and fait us. 
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As cflnkers breed in the sweetest roses, so 
pride may arise out of the sweetest duties. 

A zealous soul without meekness, is like a 
ship in a storm, in danger of wrecks. A 
meek soul, Without zeal, is like a ship in a 
calm, that moves not so fast to its harbor as 
it ought. 

Notional knowledge is like the light of a 
candle, which enlightens, but does not warm ; 
true and saving knowledge is like the sun, 
which not only enlightens but enlivens. 

As God commanded under the law, that the 
inwards of everv sacrifice should be burnt, 
that they might be ah offering made by fire, 
of sweet savour, unto the Lord, hevit. iv. 8. 
so he looks for no less now: for unless we 
offer up our hearts to him on the altar of 
Christ's merits, with the fire of zeal, oiir du- 
ties will never be acceptable to him. 

As Old Testament saints had sacrifices un- 
der the law, so Neiv Testament saints have 
imder the j^ospel : for every duty in whicli 
saintf; consecrate themselves, is called sacri- 
fice, Psa, iv. Ci, cxvi. 17. Heb, xiii. 10. And 
we m^y jinrallcl Ia\*' and gospel sacritices 
thns. R<»p«iilanc#» is a trespass-offe/ring, zf»al 
a burnt-offcrinjr, praise a freewill-offerinsi?, and 
s»inccpi4y the obhilions of unleavened bri.'ul. 

Achriritian's birth Ifi like the lied Sea, that 
brings him inio the wilderness ; his death i* 
like JrT4lon, tltat briii^ji;!^ Www \k\Vo» ^HTC3«^^^ 
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4b the waters that mek the men of die 
old woridy raised up Noah in the uk ; so 
death, whieh liiiks sioneis into hell, raises 
saints up to heaven* 

As lamps fed with sweet oU, cast a sweets 
smell when they are put out^ so after death, 
the memory of the righteous is precious. 

A wicked man is like one that hangs over 
a deep pit by a slender cord with one hand* 
and is cutting it with the other. 



CHAPTER UL 
Cordaming serious advice to You^. 

PART I. 

1. CHOOS£ God for your portion; re* 
member that he is the only happiness of a ear 
tional and immortal soul. The soul that waa 
made for God can find no happiness. but m 
God : it came from God, and can never km 
happy but by returning to him again, and rest^ 
ing in him« Mic. ii. 10. — Jrise, fir this is noi- 
your rest. Col. iii. 1 , 2, 3.— i/* ye be then n«- 
en fvith ^Ckristj seek those things whieh ore 
above, where Christ sitteUi on the right band of 
God. Set your affedions on tilings ahove^ noi 
on things on the earth ; for ye are dead. . cosiC 
your life io hid with Christ in Gods 
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Qod is allHEnifficient ; get him for yonr por* 
tion and you have all ; theayou have infinite 
wisdom to direct you, infinite knowledge to 
teach you, infinite mercy to pity and save 
you, infinite love to care for and com- 
fort you, and infinite power to protect and 
keep you. If €k>d be yours, all his attributes 
are yours; all Ids creatures, all his works 
of providence, shall do you good, as you 
-have need of them. He ra an eternal, full, 
satisfactory portion. He is. an ever^Uving, 
ever-loving, ever-present friend ; and without 
him y&k are a cursed creature in cveiy con- 
dition, and all things will work against you. - -.. 

2. Consider, that by nature you are dead in 
trespasses and sin ; a child of wratli, a stran- . 
ger and enemy to God ; and while such, tlie 
thoughts of Crod are terrible to you : you can 
expect nothing from him but wrath and ever- 
lasting burnings. Grod is ever angry with the 
wicked : his holiness hates all sin ; his all-see- 
ing eye beholds it, and his justice will punish 
it. 

While yon are in a state of nature you can 
do nothing but sin. Gen. vi. 6. MalL vii. 18. 
Every thing is a snare, and a wicked heart i? 
apt to be taken. Labour to be sensible of this^. 
and let the sinfulness of your nature be 
your greatest burden. Strive and labour 
against this principally^ Get pmiv of hrnrt, 

r 



Saiictification, 8Jid a new nature, » by the 
))(nver of his spirit alone. Let Chnlt Ibere- 
I'ore l)e precious to your souls. Labor for 
(rue faith in hiin. Taite him for your Lord 
smi Saviour; submit to his cominsmts in all 
thiniis ; and rest your soul upon him Hlone 
!'or reconciliation and peace with God. Open 
your heart to the motions of his spirit ; wel- ■ 
rome that principle of a holy and divine life, 
nnd be sure to improve )iie motions, follow 
hh drawings, and by no means grieve him. 

4. Be ?pecdy in yoiir repenlanrc, and dili- 
eent in your endearorS after holiness. Knot* 
llif lime of God's gracious visitation. While 
Uod is falling, Christ inviting, the gate of 
1ien\ fii m.'t open, the minislers of the word 
ushoriiug, iuid the spirit draiving, make ha^le 
ftnilih-i.iy not. 

«Viji/i..!l'r yflur life is Snt I'hoil, and rfllj/- 
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geUier uncertain. To defer one day may be 
to your everlasting undoing. When your life 
iji once gone it wiQ be in vain to fhink of re- 
penting. You shall then have po naore ser- 
^lons, no more oQers of Christ and grace : 
Heb. ix. 27. God will be patient no more.. 
And if God should take away your life to-mor^ 
row, you would perish inexcusably for refus- 
ii^ his grace to-day. One offer of grace re- 
fused renders ^ sinner inexcusable, though 
God should never offer his mercy more. O, 
trifle not with your soul ! Be not careless of 
.eternal htqfipiness. You have heaven and 
lielli life and death before you, and it depends 
upon your owp hearty choice which shall be 
your portion : and they are chosen by the 
choice of the way which leads to them. 
CShuse life, and ehuse it speedily. And re- 
member once i^ain, that you have but one 
life to chuse in. Trifle not away this mo- 
ment, upon which depends eternity : mbpend 
not your short time to your eternal loss. 
. Stand not upon a i^ort labour, difficulty, 
jself-denial, or suffering, for your eternal hap- 
piness. God would have you saved : Christ 
hath died for you to reconcile you to God : 
he is ascended into heaven to open a door for 
your soul to enter in at, and he is interceding 
with the Father for all grace and mercy for 
|rou, if you refuse him not. ^He came int^ 



Bver-preseot cordials. TIte irouble and pains 
of religion shall be but short, and your reward 
shall be glorious and eternal. Remember 
that of Ihe apostle, when religion calls you to 
pclf-denial and sufferings, "Our light afflictions 
that are but for a moment, shall work out for 
H9 a far more exceeding and eternal weiaht 
of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. If we suffer with 
Christ we shall also reign with him, 2 Thn. ii. 
12. And the sufTerings of this present life 
are not worthy to be compared witli the glo- 
ry which shall be revealed," Rom. viii, 18. 
See also, Isa. xliii. 2, 3. " When thou pasacth 
through Ihe waters, t will be iviUi thee; and 
ilirough the rivers, they shnll not overflow 
thee ; when thou walkest through the lire 
thou shall not be burnt, neither shall the name 
kindle upon tiice. I'^or 1 am the Lord thy 
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God, the holy one of Israel thy Saviour." 
Never are we more joyful than when we de- 
ny our joy for Christ's «ake ! And if these 
arguments wiU not prevail, then consider, that 
all the pains and difficulties of religion will be. 
found in the end far more toleraMe than hell, 

6* Devote your young years to a good 
God, and your loving Saviour. The first 
fruits are to be offered to him. The green 
ears of youth are to be carried to his sanctu- 
ary. Think it not pity that the vain delights 
and rinful pleasures of youth should be lost ; 
you shall but exchange them for spiritual de* 
Ughis, Virhich are far more excellent, inward,, 
and lasting. 

The joy of the Holy Ghost, the rejoicing 
of a good conscience, communion with Grod, 
the sense of his love, and the hope of heaven, 
are fietr better than the pleasures of sin, and 
will more than recompense your loss of 
youthful and carnal deUghts. And consider 
this seriously, that none have usually more 
comfort in their souls than those, 'who are 
willing to lose their sinful comforts for God 
^d their souls sake. 

Remember that you must ^ve an account 
to God how you speml your youth, as wei! 
as for old age. Consider, as young as you 
are, how many years are already spent ; and 
\fW account you are able to give to God of 



Jiiiii ! Arc j'oti rt'Hdy if llie bridegroom 
^liouM HOW couic T Mail. xxr. 6. It will b« 
nrt I'M-iiBt; ill jiKlgment, if you be fuund in 
_Y(.!U- Rii!--, to Bay, Lord I ivus but jfOiuig. He ■ 
flint h olil enouglt lo eiii, is olil onou)rh for 
lull. You cannot make sure of God's love, 
!U!il nil iuterest in Christ too sooq. You can- 
Miit wi'tii-e ymir wiul loo Fooa. 

CoiKsiil^r Ihnsc younic ouce tn scripture who 
ur>' coiiiuientk'd for thtir c^nriy (lieiy. Sam- 
ni! v;uii minielerin^ lo God hi Ills vliiMhond, 
I Sum. ii. IC. Josiitli liad tt trudcr heart for 
tUyd ill Ilia tindci- voarn. ZKitigs, xxii. 19. 
CIiikhcM snnsj iHisaniiJis tfi t'hiiet, Mali. xxi. 
i a. Titiioiliy wag ,1 KHiiit Ix-iinif e, 'Z Tim. \i\. 
l(i. Amllct lliCEc \omig ones be vour lat- 

't'he juiitig tlisfiwlf 'Villi ;l:c lovfd (Wsci- 
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pie. God takes great delight in an early con- 
vert. All your life is due t^ God, let him 
therefore have all that still remains, and beg 
his pardon that any of it hath been denied 
huri. 

Repentance is easiest in youtii. Sin is 
less rooted, Satan not so fortified, grace not 
so much slighted, the spirit not so much griev- 
ed, and the conscience not so much hard^i- 
ed. 

Be sure therefore to ^ve God your youth. 
Resolve now to be seriously religious. — i 
Now beg for the pardon of your sins, and the 
spirit of holiness ; and though the generality 
of youth take another course, yet be not 
swayed by the multitude, and carried down 
the stream towards hell ; let them go, you 
shall have better company. The saints of 
Grod will love you, the angels of God will guard 
you, and the presence of God himself shall 
be with you. 

And if you find yourself stiH indined to be 
as the tnost are, and to do as the most do, 
consider that you cannot have that pleasure 
in sin which others may. You have had a 
good education, and good inslruction^ your 
conscience hath been more ^C^akened, and 
will not suffer you to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin, as others, who are more ignorant, ''and 
worsf=^ educated, may. Conscience will na^ 



ar<! most cnpnble of enjoying liie world will 
clearly evidence the truth of your convtr- 
sioti. So that a timely conversion to God ia 
youth, as it is m lat easy, so it is less question- 
able ; for it now ap[)earti tliat God is tovcd for 
hinijielf, and Christ preferred above the flesh, 
and grace above llie sweetest delights in Ilie 
worig. 

PART II, 

1. Make the word of God the rule of alt 

2. Whatever you do, be sure lo do it iii 
ibe strength of Clffis!. Wllhaai vtc (saift 
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Christ) ye can do nothing, John xy. 5. t« e. 
nothing well, nothing that is acceptable to 
Grod. If you do not bear fruit as a branch 
in Christ, your fruit will be but bad, and un- 
aayory in God's account ; and you cannot 
bear fruit as a branch in Christ, unless atl your 
sap and fructifying power be drawn from him, 
by an active faith. Paul could do aU things 
through Christ thai strengthened him, Phil, 
▼i. 13. He could bear the devil's buffetings 
by sufficient grace from Christ, 2 Cor. xii. 19. 
But of himself he could not so much as think 
a good thought, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 

Nature is but a dry root of goodness ; no 
gracious actions spring from thence. Grace 
depends upon continual supplies that flow 
from Christ, as the sap from the root, or 
beams from the sun. If Christ withdraws, 
your grace presently languishes, grows faint 
and inactive. Know therefore, and mind it 
before you go to work, from whence your 
strength must come^ and fetch it in by faitii. 
Without this practice you shall falMn small 
temptations, and with it stand in great ones. 
Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
bis might, and nothing shall be too hard for 
you. Mountains shall be plains, and vallie? 
filled up. All things shall be pos^ble to him 
that believes,, and relies upon that power to 
^bicb nothing is impos^ble. 



righteousness and strength, Isa. xiv. g4. 

4, Whatever you tlo, da all to the glory of 
God, I Cof. X. 31. Duly that tloes not be- 
gin mid end with God, is no part of goodnese. 
Look therefore to your end, and never satisfy 
yiiiirrcif that you have done mucli, unlen 
•lint yiju have done it well. 

[t IE liio design of the ^o?pel to fake man 
Klii'liy ofi hiniEpif, and cast him wholly upon 
<jiid and Christ. All idols must be cast down 
that <iod alone may be exalted. Self-empti- 
iiet-B mu\ God's fulness, sett-deficiency, «nd 
C^lii'li^t'g Rufficienoy, eel f-un righteousness and 
Christ's righteousness, arc the great convic- 
tions of the gospel ; and to make self nothing, 
and God all in jioiiit of wisdom, Gtrenglh, 
rightcousn^es, and glory, is the great cpnii 
uiund and duly of i(. 
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* 

, And by t^se things examine all you do ; 
by whoBe iWe. have I , acted? By whoso 
strength have I acted ? In tvhose name have 
I acted? And for whose glory have 1 acted? 
What faith, what humility, what self-denial, 
what love of God and Christ, hath there been 
in all my actions ? 

The^e are general rules of action. 
5. Endeavour to make every day the 
Lord's, to spend it w^II, and to get nearer 
heaven by it. 
And to this end accept kiwUy of this admce. 

1 . As soon as ever you awake in the mom* 
ing, lift up ydur heart to €k)d, and open it to 
bin. Avoid as milch as piossible all thoughts 
about the world until your morning devotions 
are over. For you will find by experience^ 
that if the world gives your soul the first sa- 
lute, and be embraced with kindness in your 
morning affections, it will greatly deaden 
your heart in the morning duties: 

2. As soon as you are up, present your de- 
sires to Crod^ in the name of Christ, for ivhat- 
ever your soul feels (lie want of, and give 
God his dbe praises for his mercies towards 
you the iiighl past. Thus David, Psalm, V; 
3. — My ifbiee shalt thou hear in Uie mornings 
Lord ; in the moniing will I direct my 
jnvyer unto thee. And (br tliatiksgiving, 
Psaiiii} xrt7. 1, dl — If /> a good (hhig to give 
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thanks unto ikee^ O Ixiffd^^ jhew firUiOt^ 
loving kindness in ike msrningf 

3. Let no day go without reading aome 
portion of the scriptures ; and it is^ great 
matter, whether you read it before you pray 
in the morning, or jurt after-; your inclina- 
tion and experience will direct you ; but be 
sure it be done* Tov will find it very profit- 
able to begin the day with such a converse 

with God. Prov. xxiL 23 Whm tiwu 

imkest it shaU talk with thee» See John v. 39. 
the command of Christ; a&d Joshua i. 8. the 
commtlbd of God, with a promise. - 

The scripture discovers sin, and the devil's 
devices and malice ; it discovers duty,, ion^ 
the love of God and Christ } and it discovers 
your strength and encouragglnent ; there are 
the promises of assisting and crowning gmce. 
By these the spirit acts, the devil is conquer- 
ed, and the soul is comforted. Through 
these the eye of faith can see the love of 
Christ, the grace of God, and the glory of 
heaven. In these are the food, the physic, 
and the arms of the christian's soul. These 
are the words of reconciliation, grace, and 
^th, and the power of God to salvation ; 
therefore, every day took into these, praying 
for tiie Spirit's teachings, and mbung futh 
with what you read. 

4j Let aH your ordinary or wordly business 
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•f the day^e done with integrity of heart, 
and a refipHfc to God, whose servant you 
ought to be in all things. Psa. Ixxviii. 72. 
Do all things as to the Lord, as in his eye, 
and according to his will; and your wholo 
day's work will be as it were a religious wor- 
ship ; this respect will make all holy. 

|>. Have a care every day that notluns; 
put you into a passion ; do nothing with an 
over eagerness of mind ; and be ever upon 
your guard against sudden accidents. And 
this can never be obtained hut by commitini; 
yourself and your affairs into God's hand and 
care evety day ; believing that he governs all 
things wisely, and will ever do that which is 
best for you. 

The power, wisdom, and goodness of di- 
vine providence, must every day be believed 
by him that would live every day in peace 
and tranquility of soul. 

6. Every evening to your prayers ap:ain, and 
to your praises for that day's mercies. The 
Jews were appointed their evening sacrifices, 
as well as morning. Exod, xxx. 7, 8. Twice a 
day is as little as can be allowed to tho3c who 
are commanded to pray continually. Phil, 
iv. G. Thea, v. 17. And every pi^ayer shoiili? 
have its praises in it, Psa xcii. 1,2.// iss^ood 
to give tlionks unto t/ie Lord — to shew forth his 
faithfulntss every night. A child will ask ht? 
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earthly father's blessihg at mor^p and n^^; 
and it is better manners, andSv better pm^ 
pose, to ask our heavenly father's blessing as 
often. We are ever in want, and Grod is ever 
giving; prayers therefore and praises^ are 
ever suitable and becoming. 

Let no day go without observationi and re- 
view of God's carriage towards you, and 
yours towards him ; of mercies and auctions; 
and of your duties, and the frame of heart.in 
them ; of your sins or inclinations to sin ; and 
fio likewise of any special or remarkable pro^ 
videncc of God related to you by others, or 
seen or heard of by yourself. And let God 
have the glory of what is good. In afflictiims 
be humble, be ashamed and grieved for ains ; 
and consider what God's special providences 
speak to you. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Containing some occasional refleciionsj diret'- 
ti&nSf means andsi^^ '^' r^-^/^e, SfC. 

PBOPER REFLECTIONS (; . nul SAINTS. 

OUTWARD good th i^i- t no sign of 
God's special love. Tii « > prosperity 
shines upon the bramble^ - ' '>.*^ wilderness^ 
SB well as upon the flowei • ' ' -arden ; and 



OccashiicU Rc/lcctions, 



t J 



tlie snow of affliction falls upon the garden as 
well as upon the wildernesB. 

What though the streams of creature com- 
forts run low with thee, so Ihou hast the more 
from the spring-head ? there is more comfort 
in one drop that distils immediately from 
CU>d, than from ten thousand rivers tiiat flow 
from creature delights. 

Qod doth sometimes on purpose shew us 
the creature's emptiness, that we may go to 
his full cisterns, that we may know him to i>e 
the fountain : and that we may feed mere 
largely upon spiritual dainties, he does deny 
us carnal ones. 

What though God deny thee the earthly 
jewel, if he gives thee the heavenly crown ? 
— ^if thou hast no portion here, thou shalt have 
a kingdom hereafter ; and God is thy portion 
bere, and so long thou shall nOt want any 
good thing. Creature comforts at the best, 
and to the best, are only delightful, not 
satisfying : pleasant, not gainful. 

What if all thy friends forsake thee, so 
long as God (w!.'- is better than all) t^UiTid by 
thee ? — ^whatever enjoyment friends afford, 
that God <^oe? t;i .'ch more. Do thoy lovo 
thee ? — hr dieil f(>r thee. Do tliey pity theo 
in afflicti).! ? —in .til thv affliction he is .iMIict- 
ed: /«o. J\ii'<. 9. What wouldst thou hnvt*. 
^ friend hT- — for converse ; O taste and Ece 
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The mysla'y of a ChrisUan, 

1. He liveth in another, Gal. ii. 20. He is 
wise ill Rnotlier, 1 Cor. i. 30. He is righteous 
in another, Rom. x. 4. He is strong in 
jiiiolhcr, /io-xlv. 24. 

2. He is very low in hiiniililj', but very 
high in hojie. He linows he is undeserving 
4if tlic Ica^t mercy, yet espects the greatesl, 
Vr,Ky.i-iM. 10,12. 

.■i. He is in the worid, but not of the world, 
.li^n xt'. 6. In the world as a pilgrim, but 
not as a t-ilizen. Hia habitation is below, but 
lii« conversation above. 

•t. He is meek, but vehement; meek in 
his own cause, yet vcliement iu the cniise of 
God. (As Moses, who was dead to aftronts, 
dciif to reproaches, and blind to injuries.) 
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ile nviil comply with any thing that is civil, 
but with nothing that is siaful. He will stoop to 
ilie necessities of the meanest, but will not 
yield to the sinful humours of tiie greatest, 

5. He works out his salvation with fear 
and trembling, yet believes in Christ without 
fear and trembling, Phil, ii. 13. He does much 
for God, yet counts himself an unprofitable ser- 
vant. He works as if he was to live here al- 
ways, yet worships as if he was to die to-mor- 
row. 

6. When he is weak then is he strong, 2 
Cor, xii. 10. When he is most sensible of his 
own weakness, aqd most dependant on 
Christ's strength, tlien he stands the safest. 

7. When he is most vile in his own eyc^ 
he is most glorious in tiie eyes of GoiL 
When Job abhorred himself then Grod rais- 
ed him, Job. xlii. G. When the centurion 
thought hunself the most unworthy, ClirisJ 
said, / have not fovnd so great faith, no not in 
Israel, Maith. viii. 8, 10. 

8. Ho is content with his condition, yet 
lon^^s and prays for a belter, 2. Cor, v. J -i; 

0. His losses are gains ; (as Job's, «//>'> xSii. 
12.) his afflictions are proinolioni^, (as J«*i(*(}})'r. 
All those things are against me, saiUi he, Got. 
xlii. 36. yet all those thinj^^ were for nlin.) 
His disappointments Lie piciermeut? ; (.'•s I*.l«>- 
scs' though he (lid not ^<> to C?.i:?.?.»5 n- hr 

Q2 



1 Tint. i. 14. 

l.J. He is content fo live, yot willing to flip. 
Ho (Ic^iiea tci serve Chiist here, yet de^fei 
iii'iie to ilei)art, and be with Iiiin in heaven. 

P/!-!. i. 23. 

^(•iii't rfouhls and fiars of u Under eonscienf 

1 . ( fi'ar Ouist is not willing to Biive mc, 
..■(M, Wlint is thia but limUing, or scttiti^ 
Iio:!m!:: lo infinite mercy t Wlial jvrealcr Biftna 
iif iiis«Illing(ic3i would 3'on have than thos<' 
III- li^;(l> »(i('n!l;' -jiven yoii 1 He Iiaih dieil anil 
litircl':!.-rilsi.In[iifiH Tor yoii. /'■ '■, li ■■. 1 John 
;;. is. He CHllsniidenlrftii- v u i^> tome aoil 
!■.-:■ c'-i tif i(, Malt. :ti. as. [l .lii'i he ivill 
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not cast you out, John vi. 37. He complaiiiti 
that you will not come, John v. 40. dnd 
wilt thou yd sat/, he is not wiiling : if tliou arl 
wiilin":, Jie never was otherwise. Be of good 
comfort, he caileth thee, Isa. Iv. 1. Ho ! ev- 
ery one that thiratelh, conic ye to tlie walerj*, 
and he that hath no money: come ye, buy 
and eai ; yea come, buy wine aiiU milk wiih- 
out money and without price. Bi-in;; only 
yourself, come out of need, as all i\<j ; a? the 
prodiiTcd did. 

2. But I am ?o unworthy — 

^ns. If you w^ould have nothing but what 
yau are worthy of, you must have nothin;; 
hut hell. AV^hat was Abndiam or Sau]. or 
any wortliy of, before the Lord called tliem ? 
tiay not, I am unworthy. — ^Art thou willintr ? 
Rev. xxii. 17. — Whosoever willy let him in/c* 
of' Itie waters of life freely. 

3. But m^"" si us flre very great, a:id f am 
confounded at the sight of them. Alas ! iiow 
can I liiink of a pardon ? 

^Ins. Are thy sins great ?-r-lhc more noei' 
thou hagt of a Saviour. Greater sinners havo 
been pardoFied, PiLinasseh and Saul. But 
dont thou tliink ihou art ni'jre guliiy th^ii 
Chrisl is icracious ? Read Jsa, i. \\), — " Conjf 
let us .'. ;. I'wi tf .^cllier, Faith the Lord, tiioi';.';ii 
your?; ■■ ii«; ''* earlct they shall l>e a? wkitn 
a-» ?}K»^ 'li .1= '. they be red like crimaan-. 
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they shall be as wool." 1. John i. 7. — ^' Tfee 
blood of Jesus Christ, bis Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin." Bless God for tliat w(Nrd all, 

4. But I have a proud heart, a dead heart, 
Ans, Put that among your sins, and come 

to Christ 

5. My sins are many as well as great. 1 
sin daily ; I so an that I must suffer. 

Jlns* Yea, if there were none to appear 
for thee. Lu^ke vii. 47. — " Her sins which 
were many are forgiven her." 1 John i. 7. — 
^' Christ is a daily advocate." 1 John ii. 1 , 2. 
" If any man sin we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he 
is the propitiation for war sins." ' TJiis scrip- 
ture should be as daily bread for believers io 
live upon. 

6. I have sinned against light and cosvic*, 
tion. 

Ms. So did David and Peter, who yet 
were pardoned. 

7. But I am a revolter and backslider. 
Jim. Jcr. ill. 1. — ^^ Thou hast played the 

harlot with many lovers, yet return again unto 
3iie saiUi Uie Lord.'' Eos. xiv. 4. '• I will 
heal their backslidings, I will love them free- 
ly." 

8. I am afraid of departing from God again, 
I have no strength. 

Jins, Isa, xlv. 24. — " Surely shalf one say, in 
the Lord have I rljrhtcouraicss and strensth." 
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9. I «m afraid to die. 

Am. Psal, xxiii. 4. " Yea, though I walk 
Ifarough the valley of the shadow of death, 1 
ivill fear no evil, for thou art with me*" Pidl. 
i. 23. " I am in a strait between two, having 
a desire to depart and be with Christ, which 
is far better." When you die God shall be 
with jou ; and Christ shall foe with yoo ; and 
you ^hall be with God and Christ for ever. 

Directions Jar these that are tarukr conmc{ion 

of conscience. 

1. D<Hi't presume, you.are not yet come to 
the heavenly Canaan. 

2. Don't de^air, you are in the way to it. 

3. Beware of ill company. 

4. Fear falling away, Heb. iv. 1. Preserve 
a tender frame. 

5. Keep up prayer. Be much in ejacula- 
tions. 

6. Don't rest in eonvictjpns, nor duties, nor 
any thing short of Christ. 

7. Be much in humiliation and confession, 
d. Remember to keep holy the Lord's day. 

9. Study your soul's ease, and labour to 
get your hearts affected with it, and mortified 
to the world, 

10. Remember the great day of accounts, 
Bed. xii. li. 
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11. Prepare for, and think not strange of 
trials, Heb» x. 32. 

12. Let not religion be your diversion, but 
your business. 

Directions to keep from Sin, 

1 . Run not into temptation. 

2. Maintain a constant watch against, anil 
fear of sin* 

3. Beware of pride and presumption. 
4* Avoid and abhor slothfulness. 

6. Remember you stand by faith: your 
strength is in Christ, look to him for it. 
Means to gain Repentance, 

1. Sit with care, •onstancy, and conscience 
under the word of truth and gospel of grace. 

2. Study the nature of God. 

3. Sit loose to the world. 

4. Consider the shortness of life, and the 
limitation of the day of grace. 

5. Be much in the business of self-exami- 
nation. Psalm iv. 4. " Stand in awe and sin 
not, commune with your own heart upon 
your bed, and be still." Lam. iii. 40. " Let 
us search and try our hearts, and turn agadn 
unto the Lord." 

6. Seriously expect approachinff judgment. 

7. Think much of death and eternity. 

8. Wash thy heart in the blood of Jesus, 
and take every day a turn on Mount Calvary, 
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^. Seriously apprehend the possibility, nay, 
<hc probability, nay, the absolute certainly, 
of a pardou through Christ. 

10. Sue for repentance at tlic hand of God : 
?ay with Ephraiin, turn thou me, and I shall 
be turned ; for thou art the Lord my God. 
Jer. xxxi. 18. 

Means to live at peace, 

1 . Mind your own business, 1 The^ss, i v. 1 1 . 

2. Keep your tongue from evil, Fet, iii. 10. 

3. Don't contend for every trifle, whetlier 
it be a matter of right or opinion. 

4. If others neglect their duties to you, be 
sure thai you perform yours to them. To 
render railing for railing, is to return siu for 
sin. 

5. Make your enemy sec and feel your 
love to him, Rom, xii. 20. 

6. Beg of God for univei'sal charity. 

7. Be humble. 

8. By faith wadt for the providence of God. 

Means to he content, 

1 . Consider you have what God allots you ; 
what his providence allows you. Your crosp- 
«B and comforts are mixed by his hands. It 
is will of God that thou shouldst be thus and 
thus. I^abour then to have that dearer t<» 
thee than any thing in the world. 

2. Consider, that if you lia^l fewer com- 
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2. Receive them as mercies, not as due?. 

3. Prepare to part with them. 

4. Expect the continuance of mercies 
from God : he is the strength of our life, the 
staff of our bread, the breath of our nostrils,* 
and the length of our days. 

Signs of sincerity, 

1. Prayer is a sign of sincerity, if it be se- 
cret, Mail. vi. 6. Frequent, Jlcts. x. 2. Fer- 
Tent, Rom, viii. 26. 

2. A willingness to be searched by God, 
Psa. cxxxix. 23. By the righteous, Psa. cxii. 
€>, By ministers, dels, x. 33. By con- 
science, Psa, Ixxvii. 6. By the scripturer, 
Jo^n iii. 19, 20, 21. Sincere souls love sin- 
cere dealings. 

3. A sense of sin ; particular!}^ of spir- 
itual sins, Mark ix. 24. Rom^ vii. 21. And 
of original sin, Rmn. vii. 24. especially when 
it tlrives to Christ, verse 25. 

4. When a man is most sensible of, antl 
watchful against his own sin, his constiliiliou- 
zd sin, the beam in his own eye. 

6. Universal tenderness. Wlien a man 
will not plead for any sin, Psa. cxix. 128. nor 
quarrel with any of the coimnaudments, Psa. 
cxix. 6. ,^c/s ix. 6. 

G. it h a oiirn of si;u*<^iitv wlien a man- 

H 



I 



heiivcnly Ihing?. 

12. When tJic glory of God is preferrcil 
alii.vc iill. 

13. When a man's profession is joined 
niiii nieelviiess. 

H. A ivell governed foii^ie (for an ont- 
wanl ^i;;))} when a iniitt dares neither boasl of 
iiimself, itor cciianre ullier;', Jciiues iii. 2. — 
M'tfl. xii. .-Ji;. 

15. Constancy in tfie way» of God, Job. 
\xvii, (i. Iff. Wucha man ii rot a liyiiocrile. 

','Skiirl /iii,~ilions v-Urrfby io know irkedicr the 
Iwirl i> iruly rJmii^v,/. 

1. [[ii!h Ihine liear! bee!\ Innied into sor- 
v,wfor..it.7 

i. Halli Ihy sorrow lumcd inio prayer ? 

.!. Hsf'i iny prayer lurnod into fail li ? 
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4. Hath thy faith issued in univenal ten- 
deniess and obedience ? 

Signs of Faith. 
M To those that betieve, 

1. Christ is precious. 

2. The word is sweet. 

3. Sin is bitter. 

4. Prayer is delightful. 

5. Saints are dear. 

6. Religion is their business. 

7. The world is a broken idol. 
S. Death is welcome ; — or thus : 

They (feat believe, 
Have Christ in thelt heart ; heaven in their 
eye ; and the world udrfer their feet ; God's 
spirit is their guide ; God's fear is their guard ; 
God's people are their companions; God's 
promises are their cordials ; holiness i3 their 
way, and heaven is their home. 

Signs of love to Chrisl. 

They that love Christ, 

1 . Love to think of him. 

2. They love to hear of him. 

3. They love to read of him. 

^ of ^ 
4'. Tlicy love to speak < for > him. 

( to > 
5. Th«\v lev© the presence of Christ 



ClirisL's saiDU arc their companions ; Christ's 
day is their tleligbt ; Christ's word is their or- 
acle i Christ's glory is their end. 

Sigia of Ikt fmr of God. 
A man flien fears God, 

1 . When lie dares not sin, though solieiled 
dik! If inpled lo if, 

2. Wlicn sin ii common and yet he fcare it 
•'{. When he is afraid of an evil Ihouglil. 

4. When he dares not siii, though he 
iliould EuflVrif he doca not. 

5. When his heart is broken, and trembles 
>l the wowi of God, 

G. When he flies to Christ. 

7. When he is studious to please God. 

Si^s of true grace. 
1. When self-loving is turned hilo self- 
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loathing ; •6elf-excu«ing into self-condemiiiog ; 
self-adniiidiig into self-abhoriiug ; self-seekiiig 
icto seJf-tlenying. 

2. It is a sign of true grace when a man 
feeriousjy complains of t)ie want of grace. 

A graceless person cannot truly complain 
that he hath no grace. There is grace in that 
complaint. 

3. When the heart is tender, ami feels the 
power of an ordinance. 

4. When the soul hath an appetite after the 
word. 1 Fet. ii. 2. 

5. When a man makes a conscience of se- 
cret prayer. 

6. When we are taken with their conver- 
«:ition, and manner of life, who are most spir- 
itual, Zech. viii. 23. 

7. When we are willing to be acipialnted 
with Christ. 

8. V/Jien a man approves of all duties. 

9. When he desires more grace : there is 
i^race in the desire of grace, as there is sin in 
till; desire of siii, AH. i. 11. .Fsalm Ixxxiv. 5. 



H? 




aemt his word and heal j'i>u ! i liat we ii 
iiol hnvc. Borrow ui)On uorrow. 0, if it were 
his v.;!i to restore you for Ilia glory, and the 
^hm! (if many ! Aiid who caii fell, but bj 
, ti\h nlliiflion he is fitting j'ou for future aer- 
' lire 7 Am! Ihat (he praj'ere of your many af- 

I'fCtioiiale and fiiilhful friends may be ft meaii» • 

( of your iTc.overyT Which I hope throiicU 

Ikii thaiilt^^iving of mnny, will redound tp 

tlic [iraisi' nod glory of God : but I bciii-TU. 

i! is not rucoveiy jou winh for, any inrlix-t 

] llian ns it will lit- a mnnifei'tation of Goif'^ 

: tiloasiiie, and an oitpoHunily of serving liini ; 

it H nollhfit yoii so much dpsir;\ hb U> <lc|if(r! 

iiU'l 10 be wilh Chriiil, which U indncd fiir 

b<rller. 
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and joy in the Holy Ghoat, through our Re- 
deemer, and hatli giren ub that communion 
with him here, which is a pleilgje of our joint 
colIlmunio^ with him in everlasting glory 1 
Certainly you cannot but remember some 
Bethels and Chebars, where the Lord hath 
met you and oiv^ned you; some promises 
which have been made your own ; and some 
times of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. Blessed be Clod that you have a wit- 
ness in yourself ; an eternal evidence, an in : 
ward sight and taste that the Lonl is gracious. 
The Lord bath acquainted you with that 
which is the very sura and substance of the 
pjospel, viz. That Christ came into the world 
'4o stive sinners : that a Christian's thankful- 
ncs3 flows from faith in the promises : thiit. 
»elf-denia! must run through ihi*. whole course 
of this life, as the warp through the woof: 
and that Qhrist la a Christian's life, i>eace, 
hope and security : whilst he livci> vvc are in 
5af<?(v : 

ft* 

Whilst Godh mcTcifnl (in^ (ntr, 
]>'( are hofli wjc cad happy ioc, 

Tiirtt a ClirirJia-i'o imporlaiil and (tally duty 
iilo i'Yf' y:ideu£;a^e hi? contimialiifH-^^aiice : 
^>if^ thai our rc*i»>vcry froirj daily iiitinnilhf^ 
}tni;:«t be by a liaily rccounio to tijii? evoi-Iiv- 
liijr, ov(>i'-loviiiji;, cvei'-r'Ieadinjr -Advoca(c. 

Yau hir-w uh'j, thai subiiii^avn i'O iliQ wni 



7V, },,•.) '{--or jrkntl Mis. Mary Hodiirs, 

<f :h.;: y.-iii uiigiillrvo ill Ihf l,i>i-irs sight! ' 
d' I lii!i-.v \\w [iroseiii sla'.i: rf y.HK. lii'Hrt, I 
rouW. Iicllet lf!l wiiatto wi-id- lo you. llpw- 

• vcr, I shiii; tfl (!u-.vn wiiitiliLn^ for jour 

ilo i-.^.t sr-.y (h«t jo:i ere left omuil, n;;.! ^ 
ilicTUiiii r<i!,'r«r>>ryou? I tdi you IhiTUi; hi'-r- 
iy'.'.'.:.iij\-AiiV.iy',, meriid (■iioiish in Ciim;, 

jiiiinii -■: ... anilroont eiioirgh iiiTifavfln for yw;. 
l:o !i:d B:iy lliiil you are » ccprobiito, tiiiti a 
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IS bound to hope Unit he is ekictcd ; and in 
virtne of that hope, to strive lo make hb\ 
calling and election sure. " The liord is 
good to iheni tliat wait for him, Lam. iii. 25.^* 
There may be doubtti and fears, but we must 
not cherish them. We must not ques- 
tion God'i* ability to save; for he can do 
all thing3 ; nor must we question Ids willing; • 
iiesa to save, for ho hath sent his own Son in- 
to the world to mve us. Say to thyself, He 
hath made mc willing to be saved, and is lie 
not willing to save me ? Alas ! my tender 
mercies are cruelties in respect of his com- 
passions ! We canjiot be so willing to confess 
sio, as he is to pardon it. We cannot desire 
to be saved, so much as he delights to save. 
None ever trusted him, but they found him ii 
good God. 

Tliei-efore, my dear friend, have honour:! - 
ble tliuugiita of God. Thoup;h he should 
seem to liide himself from thee for a mome!il 
yet lift up thy heart to him, and wait for him ; 
in his own time lie will make himself known 
unto you ; .he will be your own God, for 
>'Our OAvn dear Saviour's sake. 

Pcrha[»3 you sit in darkness ; but the Lord 
IV ill be your light. Light is sown for tlu- 
ip^hteous, and joy for the uprit'2:ht in hear! : 
tud it will spring up. Behold the iiu.-^band 
Aiiin waitss for (he precious fruit's cf llie ciiv-Ik 



iitig lo loiiow a eunenn^ »p.riour in a eiiner- 
ing way, Wlialever men shy against us.tliC? 
must answer for it, not we. Only let our 
ronver^alion lie Bueli as becometli llie f^spel 
of Clirial. Let us p;ive no occasion to hie 
<'ncmif 5 Id blasjihcme his name. Anil he 
thn< siiffcretli so inueli for ns, O ! let liim not 
sTiir<:r by U3. 

Wo mupt fake our rules of living from the 
woril, and not from the world. And (lis 
Iiord give 114 wt»(lom fo direct us and zeal to 
(|uieheii us in Ilia blessed way! And to con- 
linn (iiir obedience Bnd (lalience, let us re- 
member that the Lord is coming, and his re- 
ivard ia with him : he is coming to receive 
lis fo himsilf Ibnt where ho n, wo may be 
aleo. 
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And as for the things of this life, the same 
love that provided a Saviour for thee, will 
provide ail necessary temporal blessings 
for thee ; thy heavenly Father, who knowsi 
what is best for thee, will chuse thine jnhep- 
tance; therefore be not too careful about 
these things, but cast your care upon him 
who caretii for you. Leave yourself with 
him, for he is love, 1 John. iv. 8. Commit 
yourself, soul and body, into the hands of his 
infinite love. 

Now the Lord of his infinite mercy put 
his spirit into this tlead letter, for tlie quick- 
ening of your soul ; and I beseech him to 
make it effectual for your eternal good. I 
commend you to God, and the word of his 
grace and rest. 

Tour faithful friend, 

JOHN MASON- 



LETTEH III. 

To iny dear sister, Mrs. Margaret Holmes. 

Dear Sister, 

• 

MAY these lines find you well and happy. 
I joy in the thoughts, that your soul is secur- 
ed in the hands of Christ, and that in this life 
you are as happy as content itself can make 
you. Who halh the largest share of external 
fiomforls, but he who believe* this world is 



where Ihtir main onci elcrnal interer.t lies? 
■\\'lici<^ evfiry suiiRradfled tlCKree of favor in 
I'cligion <lolh at once iiscrcase Ihe stock in the 
hrarl, anti llie bank llinl in laid up in heaven. 
His aprovifiou of spikenard, and precioui 
oinlineiit, !i:.':;iiMsl our fiiiiciiil. Let ns cntl 
llio.'f our ^olili^i! hours that are Ejient with 
Hml. 

1 siiould now at lareie commeiid to you llial 
I'xcelicnt duty of self-cxaminslion, but thatit 
(tafh been effectually presscil ii!)oii you by a 
dear eaiut iiotv in linavcu. Norliavo 1 cause to 
(Iriiihl, but as her memory, so hpr counflelsnrr 
inviolably [ireseivcd inlhemoRt inward rooms 
"f your heart. Accept liie hearly resiiecls 
of mo, and mine — most ardently desiring for 
yoi! :;\\ Jlie bloiitliiffs tlial v.ere [tHrcliKPCd h* 
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fhe me&t valnable blood of the Son of God. 
I remain in him, 
Dear Sister, 

Your most affectionate brother, 

JOHN MASON. 



LETTEa IV. 

'to the same. 
My dear Sister, 
I preserve carefully my ancient respects. 
Though I have been long silent, I am your 
orator before the highest throne, and do 
earnestly desire, that you may grow in the 
feiith of Jesus, and in lively communion with 
hiiii, which is the most comfortable thing in 
the world. Alas ! we are less than nothing, 
worse than nothing. Christ is all — ^may he 
be 80 to us ! Let us glorify him more by rely- 
ing upon his satisfaction and merits, for all 
that we can do or suffer cannot atone for the 

w 

least of our sins. It is the self-emptied hearl, 
and beggar^s hand that must receive this infi- 
nite gift of God. The woman of Canaan h 
our pattern : " True, Lord, I am no better 
than a dog, but there are crumbs for dogs. 
I am as bad as. sin can make me, and deserve 
to be as miserable as hell can make me ; but, 
Lord, I am not so bad as thou art good : I 
am not so miserable as thou art merciful." 
O, my dear sister, I desire tJiat you mt^r 

I 
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now lire bjiiedth, aad breathe by prayer; 
that you may finally dwell above, where 
Christ sitteUi at the right hand of Ood. The 
Lord spiritualize our souls, and quicken us 
according to his loving kindness. We long 
to see you. Farewell in Christ, 

' Tour affectionate Brother, 

JOHN MASON. 



LETTER V. 

To the smnit. 
My dear Sister, 

You are dearly remembered by us ; though 
we seldom converse personally, or by letters, 
our hearty prayers are for you at the throne of 
grace. I hope we shall meet together before 
the throne of glory. I hope I need not sug- 
gest the arguments of conifort to you, who 
I^now vfYtVii it is to enjoy the presence of €k>d 
on earth, and are therefore prepared to enjoy 
the presence of Christ in heaven. — ^Doubtless 
the Lord is oUr father; though our earthly pa- 
rents be ignorant of us. I commend you to 
him through Christ — Let us hope in the Lord, 
who is Almighty and most merciful. — The 
Lord abound in his mercy to yY)u ! May he be 
a sun to direct you, a shield to protect you, a 
portion to sustain you, and a God to save you f 

O, that we may hear the rod! which s^itFi 
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— sin no more ; get an interest in Christ ; 
prize time, and prepare to meet your 
Crod; that we may inwardly hear the voice 
of the rod, whilst we outwardly feel the 
smart of it! — I beseech the Lord to 
prosper you every way; to watch over 
you ; and to rejoice over you, to do you 
good ; to sweeten your life with his love, and 
to hi you for his whole pleasure. No more, 
but all hearty respects to you, and that I am, 
Yours, in our dearest Redeemer, 

JOHN MASON, 



LETTER VI, 

To Mrs. Elizabeth Glover. 

My dear friend in Christ, 

How hard a thing is it to exercise faith 
when we have most need of it : and how sad 
a thing is it, that when we have most need of 
th« Lord's presence and help, we should then 
especially grieve him with our doubts and 
distrusts ? However we have this to comfort 
us, that where the Lord seeth faith in sinceri- 
ty, he will pardon its infirmity. But O ! when 
shall we believe against s^nse, and hope 
against hope ? When shall we give all "glory 
*o God by grounding upon his word, when 
we want present experience and feeling ?--t 
faying, 



^ers-a^nv 
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The glory of my glory 9HII ^hall he 
To give all glory and myself to (he^. 

When shall we attain to that excelleot 
frame of believing, which the church was in, 
Mich, vii. 8, 9. " Rejoice not against me, O 
mine enem^ ; when I fall I shall arise ; when 
I sit in dapkness the Lord shall be a light unto 
me. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
because I have sinned against him, until he 
plead my cause, and execute judgment for 
me. He will bring me forth to the lights and 
I shall behold his righteousness !" 

But though we have not attained so far, let 
us bless Grod for any measure of faith, one 
grain whereof excelleth a|,ll thp riches in the 
world. And let us take heed of falling into 
sin. To* lie under the hidings of God's face 
is a great affliction ; but to lie under a sense 
of his displeasure is a greater. There is do 
evil, so great as sin. Let iis flee from erpor 
and temptation; ay old ill company, which 
will either taint us, or grieve us ; be jealous 
over your own spirit ; hate presumption and 
carelessness, and be mi^cti in Ifumble prayer, 
and holy feJir. 
I am, 
Your sincere fnend, 

JOHN MASON. 
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LETTER VII. 

So (he samck 
My deaj' Friend in our dearest Lord Jesus. 

THE liord hath said, I will never fail 3 on 
nor forsake you. Ho will not turn away 
from doing you goo<l ; but he will put lih 
fear into your inward parts, that you sh.tD 
never depart from him. Having these pr*)- 
miaes, let us stand fast, holding faith and a 
good conscience. Let us allow God to he in- 
finitely wiser than ourselves, and 'maintain 
honorable thoughts of his majesty aaid mer- 
cy ; for as is his majesty, so is Ills mercy. — 
Let Us bow to his sovereignty, and receive 
hii grace. There are crumbs for dogs ; gi^^^ 
for rebels; compassion for simiers. The 
Lord increase our hope, encourage our faith, 
and enflame our love, and perfect that which 
concerns us ! As we have had jomt com- 
munion with our good God on earth, I trust It 
sliall be perfected in glory. To everlasting 
glory is my dear sister Wyat and my dear 
brother Peter Holmes lately gone. The 
Lord, who (I trust) had fitted them for Iiim- 
F.clf, fit us also. ! blessed be God, foi- 
good hope through grace! Pray for me thai 
I may stand fast in the Lord. ' With mine 
;md mv wife's kind respects to you, and com 
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mendkig you to infinite and eternal mercy in 
Christ, I rest in bim, 

Your faithful 
and affectionate friend, 

JOHN MASON. 

Postscript. 

Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe 
in Grod, &:c. 

Trust in the Lord and do good. 

Look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
your feith. 

Surely there is an end, and thine expecta- 
tion fihall not be cut off. 

It is but a little while and he that shall 
poipc, >vill come, and will not tarry, # 



LETTER VIII. 

Dear Fidend in Christ, 

I LONG to hear of the state of your soul. 
O lay hold upon the Lord Jesus Christ, by a 
true and lively faith. He is an able, willing, 
only Saviour ; the soul's resting place ; 
the souPs dwelling place; the soul's hi- 
ding place ^ O that you may be hid in 
him now, that you may be found in him at 
last. We need him infinitely. We are, like 
Peter, sinking into the water : Save Lord,* or 
we perish ! Christ, or hell, must be our po^ 
tioi^ iox ever. Christ is our only ark, to save 



^^^[ 
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us ftom perishing. Every soul will be uncas- 
ed, ere it be long ; and the^ it will appear 
whether they ever seriously applied them- 
selves to Christ. Tlierc is no condemnation 
to them that are in Christ Jesus. Nothing 
but condemnation to them that are out of 
him. Faith makes Christ ours. This con- 
sists in self-denial, and self-resignation. We 
must see our sins so far as to abhor ourselves ; 
abhor ourselves so far as to deny ourselves ; 
deny ourselves so far as to resign ourselves 
up into the saving arms of an only Saviour. 
They that do this, arc pardoned, sanctified^ 
saved for ever. 

Now let me entreat you \o ask your own 
heart some questions. 

1. Hath sin been laid to my heart ? — ^hath 
it been my greatest burden 1 

2. Have i tconfcssed my particular sins, and 
Uie sinfu loess of my nature, with sorrow ? 

3. Have I been forced to make my appeal 
to Christ, knowing that I am lost for evcr> 
unless he freely save me ? Have I cried for 
Christ, as a condemned mun for a pardon I 

4. Do I believe heisable and willing to save 
me? Do I believe that he that spread his 
arms on the cross to die for me, k^pread? ])is 
firm a novr iii the gospel, and in heaven to rj've 
jae ? Have I pleaded his promises ? O what 
a precious promise i^ ihoitJokn vi. 37.—'' Him 
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Uiat cometfa unto me, I wiH in no wise cast 
out." 

5. Have I had^ joy and peace in belieiring ? 
Hath Christ, relied on, calmed, and quieted 
my poor troubled afflicted soul ? 

6. Do I love Gbrist more than riches, hon- 
ours, pleasures ? Do i love all his ordinances ? 
Do I love all his saints ? 

7. Do I hate sin in itself ? Do I hate ain in 
myself? Do I liate every sin-^veiy false 
wav? 

8. Do I unfeignedly, enticely jdeld up my- 
self to the service of my Saviour ? 

If your heart answers to these questions, 
happy, happy are you, that ever you were 
born. 

my finendfe, I commend you to Christ. 
The Lord follow you with the motions of .his 
spirit, that you m^y follow him with continu- 
al supplications in the spirit ! That (^ the ful- 
ness of Christ, you may rec"eive grace for 
grace. The peace of God, and the God of 
peace be ^ith you. With mine and my sis- 
lex's love desiring your prayers, I rest, 
Your affectionate friend in Christ, 

JOHN MASON. 
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LETTER IX. 

- My dearly beloved friends in Christ. 

I rejoice in God. who hath called you into 
the fellowship of his Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ; and into that grace, wherein you 
stan4. Let us remember that we are by na* 
ture, children of vv^^h, even as others. We 

J might liave been oust into hell long ago. — 
Were we not provoking sinners ? O how did 
the Lord call iippn us and we regarded him 
not ! — But did the Lord stand and knock, and 
call till he made us answer, '^ Speak, Lord, 
for thy servants hear ? Did he give us ears to 
hear ? Would he not let us alone, till he ha^l 
won our hearts 1 — -O blessed be his name ! 
We might have been blasphemers, persecu- 
tors, haters and despisers.of that which is 
good, at this day. We might have counted 
the Ijfe of religion madness ; praying, and 
professing of religion, fancy and folly. We 
might have been left to ourselves ; all our 
hope might have been in* this life ; all our 

^ conifort in this world, all* our confidence in 
creatures ; and all our heaven upon earth : 
hath the Lord caused us to know better 
things ? O let us admire his free grace, now 
and for ever! 

My Jriendsj consider how great things the' 
Lord hath done for you. Call to mind yoiir 



liness is eternal Sfe, iu the end. 4. Biud 
commandments uijon your hearts. 5. SI 
the appearances, and the least beginnings 
ail). 6. Be frequent and fervent in set 

My friends, Would you lice comjbrlai 
take llte&e directions- 

\. Uve not 80 much upon Ihe comforti 
Cod, as upon the God of comforls. Be afi 
of unbelief; that ie a great sin. Do not gn 
en your sins above God's saving pov 
Believe in the word firmly and constan 
Trust perfectly to the grace and mercy 
Clod in Christ, " I will trust in the mere; 
liod (saith David) for ever and ever," F 
tii. S. 2. Beware of sin, espcually nf wi 
tan ; that will brinp; a cloud, and makt 
bleach between God and your eeul. 3. 
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ibot mind earthly things." O tak^ heed of 
unlawful affections ; of an unlawful carriage 
of the heart, about lawful things. 4. Examine 
the ways of your heart daily ; Search your- 
aelvcs. " What sin have I committed? 
What duty have I omitted this day 1 Every 
night look back upon the thoughts and affec- 
tions, and speeches of the day past. Confess 
your failings over the head of tlie Scape-goat. 
This is another necessary means to keep 
your peace with God, and to walk comforta- 
bly before him : and I pray observe it. 5. Ex- 
amine your heart farther, and consider Iho 
gracious actings and workings of God's bless- 
ed spirit within you; what good thoughts^ 
TvKat good desires, aims, resolutions, God 
hath put into you. Consider what out-goinp» 
of your heart, after God there have been; 
what incomes and influences of his grace. 
Daily examine your hearts fpr these things^ 
and give Crod the glory of all the gracious 
workings of his spirit in your soul. 6. If you 
would walk comfortably with God, mind not 
what is forged, but what is written. Heed 
not every fancy tlie devil may dart into you, 
(for then ]rou lie at the mercy of your ene- 
my,) but keep close to the written word of 
God. " Tlius it is written," said our Saviour 
to Satan the tempter. — Bo mn^h for oo?«fBr- 
iable walking. 
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dear friends, would y&u voalk peacBohiy and 
charitably^ take these rules. 

1. Remember God hath called you to 
peace. 2. Remeinber when Christ was revil- 
ed he reviled not again, 3. If Others neglect 
their duty to you, yet do, not you neglect 
your duty to God, nor to them. Let not 
another's sin cause you to sin : to render rail- 
ing for railing is to return sin for sin. 4, You 
must shew your love to . God, whom you 
have not seen, by your love to your brother, 
whom you see daily. Shew your piety by 
your charity. 5. Consider that an unbridled 
tongue is a sign of an unsanctified heart. 
They that haver not a dram Of grace to tame 
tliek> tongues, shall -one day want a drop of 
\i^ater to cool their tongues. 6. Do good to 
others, if they do not thank you for it. 
The less reward you have on earth, the great- 
er shall your reward be in heaven : as the 
less \Vages the servant takes up within his 

year, the more comes in at the year's end. 

< 

Dear friends, would you be constant in good 
ways and purposes, taJce these directions, 

1. Remember you have engaged your- 
selves to God and therefore you must keep 
yourselves from idols. You lijave ^ven up 
your liaiHes to God, and you must give up 
your hearts to God. You have made a cove- 
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tiant witii God by sacrements. If Satan or 
the world are suiters for^your hearts^ tell 
them, *^ You are already disposed of; you 
are pre-engaged to God ; you have chosen 
your Gody and yon must not think of chang- 
ing him." 2. Consider whither would you 
go from Christ ? Where do you think to find 
such another God as your God ; such another 
friend as Jesus Christ ? 3. Remember, if it 
be good to draw near to God, it is better to 
draw nearer to him : still the nearer the better. 
One may see an end of an earthly perfection 
but there is no end of the perfection of Jesus 
Christ. 4. Be downright for God ; and you 
ihall find soul-heartening comfort in God, 
that shall keep you close to God. 5. Walk 
humbly with God ; that is the way to walk 
closely with God. If a christian is humble, 
he is a christian indeed : God will not suffer 
Buch an ene to be tempted aboTe his strength* 
6. Let not opinions swim in your heads; 
that will make you fall : but let the great 
things of religion sink into your hearts, and 
that will make you .stand. Be content, ycar» 
wiliing to suffer for Christ ; who did so con- 
fentedly and \nlfingly suffer for you. And 
if you suffer witli him, you shall be glorified 
logetlier. 

Now my dear friends^ the T^rd be wifli 
yon all ! I beseech him to strengthen, /stafe- 

K 
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Ush, confirm, iind settle you ; and preserre 
jou all to his holy and everlasting kingdoiUi 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. In whom 

I am 
Your faithful friend, 

JOHN MASON. 



LETTER X. 

iSty dear Christian Friend, and heartily belov- 
ed in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

WHAT a good God* have we ! that remem- 
bers us in our low estate, thinks upon us when 
we are poor and needy, and is nearest to us 
When we need him most ! He is a sun to com- 
fort us, a shield to protect us ; he gives ua 
glory, he gives us himself. O what a good 
God have we ! Why hath he chosen us ? — we 
did not choose him, but he hath chosen us. 
He hath loved us first, and hath loved us free- 
ly. " Behold what manner of love the Fa- 
ther hath bestoweil upon us, that we should 
be called the children of God !" Is not his 
love sweeter than wine ? Is it not better than 
life ? Docs it not sweeten a sick bed ? Does 
it not sweeten the thoughts of death ? When. 
the love of God is shed abroad in the heart, 
then the blessed soul cries, " Welcome death, 
welcome judgment, welcome eternity: comci 
sweet Lord Jesus, come quickly." 

I rejoice to hear of your recovery. And 



Sinermti Jckm Moi&n. Ill 

« 

I rqj^iee in the thougjbti of that ciunfortable 
entorwiimeiit jout Sayionrgare you in the 
time of your akiknets. When the apostle 
Petnrwas upon the water, he said, " LorQ, 
hid me eome to. thee." And so many of 
ClniafB friends iuiTe dedred him to call 
them* And (tid yon ran to embrace Christ t 
Did yon rcrjoice in the thoughts of his com- 
ing 1 and long to depart, that you might be 
withhim^" whidiisbestof all? O! Blessed 
be God for the saTOur of his sweet ointments, 
irfaieh drew out your soul after him. Bless- 
.iBd:be God fbr hjs Alnd^ty spirit, which made 
yon so eagerly and joyfidly desirous of the- 
eoniing of Jesus Christ Bat now you must 
'wait for Christ,, as the people by the sea side, 
Liike vig. 40. He wiU certainly come. He 
aaifli, *^ Behold I come quii^Jy." It is but 
yet ^ a little while, and he that riiall come, 
will ^ come, and will nottany." You must 
wait for him, and watch for iiim. Trim your 
lamp, and when ycu hear the jo3rful sound, 
'^ Behold your bridegroom cometh," you 
may be ready ; and the bride-chamber door 
inay stand open for you. A good' martyr in 
Scotland, going to suffer folr Christ, said to 
his wife, / mU wd bid you g6od nighty for 
fimdmttmeeiaimpper. It is not i(({ig ere all 
€K>d's people shall be gathered togdher to 
tnm, and shall be for ever with hipti* 



,.. uiiB another. The 
spirit. I rerawn 

Your aBsured fiiec 

Watcr-Straljbrd, March 

LETTER : 

My dear Friend in Ct 
THE providence of Ih 
self to eveiy thing ; but t 
providence over the cliildrc 
iv. 10. The providences ol 
dren of God are purchased \ 
itfied providencea, aoid pr 
are ordinanccB to them, ios 
to their aoule. Agun, tlii 
God to his children ore tlie : 
of prayer. Again, Uie pr' 
Lord Btoer the ehildren of G 
AfnUi, the providence^' '-'''' 
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1 

J)ii to ivilchy pray, tad Miere; andlet us ^ 
ci;q|i9Ct giMMl tUngB from a good God/ and 
.|^«ift tl^gs from a great Ck>d» throogh our 
^itiifal and deiurMediatar» ''who erer lives to 
make intercession for us.** I suppose jrou 
may haTe heard, that our ftiend Mary Tom- 
il;in«ligoaeto,lunretemal rest: she died tri- 
nmphiiittf. **0! (said she upon her death 
bed) what iUngs have I seen 1" Jbm Kemp 
mktA her,. **hath the Lord given you a 
I^Ompse of heaven 7"--^ I oannot tell (said 
Mary) whether it be heaven or not ; but joys^ 
joyB| such thii^ as never mortal eye be- 
liddl I have fong^t the good fi^t» And 
.M riie went, en in heavenly expresaons. O ! 
sidliat eauiie have we to bless th^ Lord, that 
flbe who was afSieted and tossed with so ma- 
agrtemptatioiis inher lifetime, found joy and 
CfUQfoit Ip a (Imping hour ! the Lord was near- 
evt lo her when she needed him most My 
wife rema^ as formerly ; I hope (through 
the goodness of God) x»t worse, I desire 
flte Jbontinnance of your prayers for us- The 
liord be with ypnr qyirit No more but our 
love» lA haste, I rest 

Tour affectionate, faithful 
Friend in Ovist, 



K<7 



i 



liere dmibltil of Goil'a word as if it wpre not 
I' siiHit'ii'nt foundaljoi) t.tr liirn to build upon ; 
(tiiT ill llii:< \ntilin we find him very much he- 
I Jiei'in^;;, And coiifiilt'iit in his Goil from the he- 
. ^iniiiiij; la (he end :) I think rnlher, Ihia wai 
(irirt of llie fpiieth of hia camel eouiiBeliow 
who hntl hid him " fiy aa a bird to his moun- 
I.iin," in llie first verse; and they cave thiarea- 
*'ni for il in the aerond verse, " For lo, {saj 
t'inyjilie wickfd bend their bow," £cc. Bulht 
Econis Ihcir cniiial counae) in that word, " In 
!iie L'iz'il |!Ut I i!i3- trrisl." But they cniilin- 
l:(' IhiL- sjicoch ill (he tliirii vcrae: " If Ihf 
r'>ii]!.!;!li'>iis be (Irfilwved, what c.ua thu rigiit- 
foN.. il.. :■' A.-* if i!:ey ii:»d anid, " The for.-r.ls 
Kio'.iiiijii;i3 nml tav*.,! are your slroti:;*'?:' 
!:nlil" : kctp lo Iko^n fonndaIiqn;i ; lioh 
yoti there, or you will pcri^li, (ii..ii';ii voiir 
' .■au.t; be nfver so riiriitooiij." Hr.ly Davi. 
di;«;i:i:fc Iheiv carnal ad vi'-i'. va yo-.i k;:-t rr.'-'- 
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ki the next verse. "There is a God in heaven 
that takes noiice how things are carried iu the 
world ; that will favour the righteous (though 
he try them for a while ;) but he will utter] v 
destroy the wicked and shewtliemno mercy." 
Which is the meaning of the fourth verse, and 
of those that follow, to the end of the psalm. 
And this is the most natural sense, which up- 
on serious consideration, I can fix upon this 
portion of scripture. Not but that I am wil- 
ling to be informed by any one of a better in- 
terpretation. My dear friend^ it pities me t«> 
read your complaints. The good Lord (if 
it be his will) restore you the joy of his 
saluation. Self-abasing, and constant waitin 
upon God in his own blessed ways, are appro 
ved means to recover lost comfort. My 
prayers are, and shall be for you. \\\i\x mine 
and my wife's hearjty love^o you, and all our 
christian friends with you, or near you, \ 
rest 

Your assured friend, 

JOHN MASON, 
Water'Slrat/Qrd, August 10, 1676. 



fr 



LETTER Xlir, .: 



My dear Friend, 

CHRIST be your soul's comfort ! ThoMjch 
he liath taken away yenr hnshand, *' ihc d&- 
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sire of your eyes, with a stroke," he hath 
promised, that ^' his loving kindness he will 
not take away." The world is full of chan- 
ges, but our God is unchangeable. Common 
mercies are sweet merqies, but ccvenant 
mercies are sure mercies. Christ is faithful : 
He ever lives ; and (saith he) '^ because I 
Kve ye shall live also." 

The Lord support and comfort your heart 
under this heavy hand of his which he hatli 
laid upon you. O ! that it may bring your 
soul nearer to God, and to Jesus Christ. O ! 
that theU Providence which hath wrought 
death in your husband, may work life in your 
heart. Hate sin ; overcome the world ; love 
Christ ; mind heaven and heavenly things, 
my dear christian friend. 

I have great hopes that your soul is safe, 
however it may please the Lord to deal with 
vQur body and family. Submit yourself 
cheerfully to his will and pleasure ;. and say, 
"Lord, here I am, here is my family ; do 
with mc what shall seem good in thine eyes." 
The Lord be gracious to you. The Lord be 
gracious to Haversfiam. The Lord awaken 
the hearts of the people. O that they might 
repent quickly ! because wrath is gone out 
from the Lord. The Lord stay his hand if it 
be his will. The Lord Jesus stand between 
the living and the dead. The Lord bless his 
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word and rod' to yourself and others. The. 
!Lbrd dwell, and rule, and walk in the midst 
of you. O keep close to God \ he will nev- 
er fail you, nor forsake you. 

My prayers are for you. My kind respects 
to yourself, and all our christian friends. My 
wife sends her love to you. The Lord be, 
vrith your spirit, 
I remain 

Your loving friend in the Lord, 

JOHN MASON. 
Stratford, Sept. 25. 

LETTEB. XIV. 

My endeared friend, 

IT is the duty of every trae Christian toi 
^ve Crod the glory of his grace* " We can 
never bless God enough for his patience, that 
hath kept us so long out of hell : nor for his 
mercy, that so earnestiy invitea us to hea- 
ven." Is it nothing, thaf the Wrd is contin- 
ually following us with the -terms of peace, 
and tenders of mercy, and beseeching us to 
be reconciled ? — Say not in your heart, " I 
have nothing of Christ in me," because you 
have not attained to such perfection and as- 
iBurances as you desire. It was the saying of 
a good christian, " I bless God for a good 
thought." Bless God for any token of hi^ 



falher? The prodigal (Luke xv.) acknow^ 
oiiged, " He was not worlhy to be called » 
win ;" bill ye' his fathtr received liim.— 
Agiiin, it may be " Thou complaincsl of «n," 
but i^ it Willi lliec as it tvas formerly ? ^houlilsl 
thou Dot bless God for some amentlmentl IJ 
3 ^iirk mail be any thing belter in his heallli 
(Ihoujjh he »lill be very bad,) yet he will tell 
Siis friends, " He is somewhat better than he 
«a?i ;"' ami he blesses God for it. Besides, 
Iho'jih sin dwells in thee, yet perhaps, it is 
llie grief of Ihy son! : Ihou art its caplire, not 
ihconvfii. As ain is againsi thy soul, so ii 
not (hy soulagainstsin? If it be Ihy ^rt^ il 
aliali not be lliy ruin. 

Ai;ain, it may be '■ Thine heart is troubled 
;q an liour of (emplatioa ;" bill hast tliou not 
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gometimeB enjoyed sweet peace with Gk)fl 1 
Were not thine earthly delights vain ? Canst 
thou not say now, O guain suave est isiis suor 
vitatUms carere ? '* One quarter of an hour's 
communion with Grod is worth all the delights 
in the world ?" Canst thou not call to mind 
•ome of God's former loving kindnesses ? — 
Hast thou not sometimes tasted and seen how 
good the Lord is ? What a mercy is that !— < 
Again, ^' Thou art not assured of heaven, 
and thou wantest an assurance thereof." But 
thou hast such hopes of heaven as thou 
wouldst not exchange for all tlie kingdoms of 
the world ; and shouldst thou not bless God 
for that, which is more to thee than all the 
world? — ^Again, "Thou sinnest through mis- 
take or passion." But canst thou find in 
thine heart to sin against God ? '^ He that in 
bom of Crod cannot sin ; that is, " He can- 
not find in his heart to sin," because he h 
bom of God. Again, it may be " Thoit 
complainest of a dead heart." But is them 
not some life in thee ? Deadness stands in op- 
position to liveliness as well as hyk. If thou 
art dead, that is, " not lively," yet bless God 
fliat thou art not quite "dead in trespagscs 
and sins." Again, it may be, " Tho!i com- 
plainest of a hard heai(." But thy heart is 
not so hard, but it ferls its hardness. Did 
Pharaoh complain of the placnc of a lianJ 
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ftill away, and shall never hold out to the end." 
But dotil not this fear of thine rather secure 
tliee than betray thee ? Does it not quicken j 
thee to duty, to watch and pray, &c. ? It is a i 
inercy if it be such a Jear and trembling aft | 
thou art "worlri&g out thy salvation by." j 
But " Wherefore dost thou doubt ?" HaHi I 
Crod ever failed thee at thy need ? When the \ 
disciples began to be concerned about bread, 
xaith our Saviour, " Do you not remember 
bow many baskets full ye took np at such a j 
time? And how many at such a time ? Are \ 
your hearts still hardened ?" So say I, remem- ] 
ber how God hath comforted you at such, o^ '• 
•uch a time, and " be not faithless, but be- "■ 
lieve," The Lord inspire your heart with 
courage and comfort, that you may perse- 
vere in his good ways unto the end. The . 
Lord be your keeper, your guide, your por- ^ 
lion for ever. W 

I shall be glad to hear how it fares ■ 
with you. I hope we are not unmindful of 
one another, though there had been an inter- --^ 
ruption of epistolatory converse. I suppose 
you might not receive my last letter. Witli 
mine, my wife's, Mrs. W 's, your broth- 
er's and Martha's hearty loves and rcr'pects4 
SBxd all good wislies, I rest 

Your alfeclionaie fiirnd. 
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LETTER XT. 

My affectionate and dear friend^ 

TOU oblige us bj your good and kind let- 
tcrs, and the news you sem^us. I hope joif 
have that special gift of Gocf, faith. Now is 
a time to exercise it. Now God's wrath 
seems to be kindled a little against the nation, 
> *^ Blessed are all those that put their trust in 
him." 

O let us lay up for ourselves a treasure in 
heaven ! O that we were wise to make pro- 
vision for our souls, whilst we enjoy our lives, 
\ that when our lives shall be lost, our souls 
i may be safe, and that for ever. What a mer- 
I €y is it that we hare a Grod to go to? and the 
\ name of Christ to go to him in ? Antichrist 
\ is cruel, but Cknst is merciful. Let our souls 
i fall into the arms of Christ, though our lives 
f should fall into the hands of Antichrist. O 
' that " our spirits may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus ! and that we may meet at 
jijast in heaven! O pray, pray that he would 
; bless, guide, preserve, and keep you and me, 
tj us and ours, by the Holy Ghost, that we may 
'.never fail ; but *< be faithful unto death, that 
^^re may receive a crown of life." 
I The Lord mauifest himself unto you in the 
jriches of his iove; and bless you abundantly 
Uvith all heavenly favours ! Be encouraged to 

'1 
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persevere in well-doing, "for you shall reap if 
you faint not." O let us live by faith till we 
sllall live by sight. Let us walk with God till 
he shall take us. — ^Mine and my wife's love to 
you. Pray for her and me. The Lord watch 
over your spirit ; and charge his providence- 
with you, and command all things to work to- 
gether for your good. I remain 

Your faithful friend, 

JOHN BLiSON.. 

LBTTER XVI. 

To Mr John Mead, 

Bear friend, 

THE Lord be with you ! The Lord shine 
upon you in the face of Christ — O seek the 
face and favour of God. He that findeth 
Christ, findeth life; he findeth. the sweetest 
of all blessings ; he findeth tlie pearl of great 
price. Christ is the. " Lamb of Grod that 
taketh away the sin of the world." Sin will 
Jind us out if Christ do not hide us. But he 
spreads his wing, and ealls us to come under 
it. The Lord bring you uiider the wing of 
Christ ! under covenant-protection, my dear 
JHend, that your " soul may be saved in the 
day of the LordJesus." 

Beg not only pardon, but purity of heart. 
Deei^'e a iierv nature, that you may serve the 
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To the same. 
Dear fiicnd, 
I desire your Imppitiess in all respects, and 
Jlial Ihat God who civea you heallh and 
slrc!»Kl!i for ytiHi" earthly cnllini;, may enabln 
yoii lortbc tin lira of your heavenly calling; 
nnti that wliiUt your hand is ui llic world, 
your heart may he in heaven. 

E hopeyitu do noniicienli'tnjly observe God'a 
sahbalhr, and dcii;!:!)! in his ordinances ; aod 
Ihat you esrei'ience tlie sweelnpss ofcom- 
mniiiuii witli God, and of hi^ =er\'jce, wliieh ia 
iicrfccl frci;dor,i, 1 dopire lliat you may con- 
liuue in w^'ll doing, il>at you may be'Taith- 
i';-l \Q tlic t!e.".l!i, fliat you may receive a crown 
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of life. To keep a conscience void of offence, 
mnst be your daily exercise, and it shall be* 
your daily comfort. 

I hope you xmt the throne of grace daily, 
«ind find prayer to be your chief delight, and 
the best of your fare. Confess what you find 
amiss in yourself. Beg pardon and sanctifica- 
tion. Endeavour to walk closely with God. 
— There is nothing like close communion, and 
close walking with God.— I should be glad to 
hear of your soul's prosperity. Thougli I sel- 
dom write to you, you are not out of my heart 
nor out of my prayers. My service to your 
good brother William, of whose recovery I 
long to hear, and to your brother Samuel, to 
whom I thought to write, but at present want 
opportunity. The Lord Jesus be with you. 
In him I am 

Your faithful friend, 

JOHN MASON. 



•p.- 



BETTER XVIII. 

A Letter wrote by the Reverend Mr. John Ma- 
son, to Mr. Anthony Holmes, on the death 
of his beloved sister^ Mrs. Hannah Wyat, 

THERE is no necessity, my dear brother, 
that we should like Niobe, weep oursclvob 
into marble, for the loss of our friends. — . 
feome liavo admired the old cueloai oC 'vtefc. 
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Thractaris, who celebrated their nativitieB 
with mournings, but their funerals witii feasts 
of joy. And for us, who, by the light of the 
gospel, have an insight into, and a prospect of 
heaven ; for us, I say, to mourn beyond 
measure for the loss of our fiiends, is certain- 
ly unbecoming ; especially for such as did 
laot lie go veiling on the earth, void of heav- 
enly things : but, on the contrary, so breath- 
ed piety, and relished heaven, that they were 
even ready to eiLpire with the earnestness of 
their desires and the ardency of their pray- 
ers. 

And such a one was our dearest sister, who 
was so enamoured with the better things of 
the other world, that nothing below could at- 
tract her desires. It is not the sharpness of 
her wi^ the comeliness of her person, the 
sweetness of her disposition, nor the rest of 
those moral virtues, which I so much admir- 
ed in her ; but it is her wondrous piety, her 
lively faith in her Jesus, (whom she loved, 
worshif>ped, nay, was almost ready to die for 
love of,) that I would praise. 

She told me a little before her death " I 
love you all dearly, but my Jesus" (which 
word she expressed with a wonderful empha- 
sis) " is infinitely dearer tlian you all." She 
could have had patience to have lived, bufc^ 
die was her grcsit desire ; well loiowing, that 
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would be a passage to the full and eternal 
fruition of her much desired Jesus. *None 
ever feared death more than she desired it : 
Nay, so vehement was her rejoicing at the 
hopes of her approachin;]: change, that I c.ould 
Dot but be extremely aJQTected with it, and a 
partaker of it too. When I saw her just on 
the confines of the heavenly kingdom, as it 
were on the threshold of a (blessed eternity, 
I was almost overwhelmed with the excess 
of my joy. 

But whither is she gone? In what station is 
our sister (no longer in the flesh but in the 
Lord) now placed ? She is not a shadow but 
a star ; no longer a widow but marned to heu ' 
Lord, to whom she was betrothed. This she 
expressed a little before her death. When 
she received a most afTectiouate letter from a :; 
certain friend, (who was ahnost dead to hear j! 
of her iilness, and earnestly desire<l her | 
health,) I ^ked her sentiments of the letter^ 
Her answer was, "I am obliged to any one , 
who wishes me health, or any good thing ; ,1 
but O ! my Jesus, my Jesus !" protesting then, i 
that she longed for nothing more tlian to en- . 
joy her beloved Jesus. 

And the blessed time is come. Now she . 
rcjciccs in her Jesus, and shall do so to eternal '» 
a fires. A blessed sabbath hath shined on her, 
v/hich ch::!i ncvor be chrkeffcd Tvith an ctc- ; 
nljig. 
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This puts me in mind of another thing. — 
It was on the Lord's day that our beloyed 
Aistcr departed from us to her lord. As 
Lord Chief Justice Hales died on Christmas 
day, which he used to observe with great so- 
lemnity ; so that day blessed this holy wo- 
man, which she was wont to observe with ad- 
mirable strictness. She preferred one sab> 
bath before a thousand week days. I will 
speak a great word ; I verily believe I never 
took more pains to make a sermon, than she 
did to apply it to her heart ; and as in a cabi« 
net to treasure it in her breast. 

This her tvronderful piety I could not but 
admire whilst she lived ; and though she be 
<lead, the remembrance of that dies not.— 
This I desif^ned to have spread abroad, that 
others mi^il be moved with a holy emulation 
of so pious an example. Yet she (such was 
her modesty) would by no means permit it 
to be done in the pulpit For after I had 
heard that she had forbid all manner of pub- 
lic panegyrics, I desired that she would, at 
least, g^ve me leave to say something of 
her ; but her humility overcame my impor- 
tunity.' But let not so splendid an example 
ever slide out of our breasts ! Let this so ex- 
cellent and glorious a specimen of piety, 
■which we have seen in her, live, increase, an^ 
flourish among us. 
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As to what pertains to you, (my dear 
iM'Other,) it must needs be grievous to bear 
the loss of so loving and so beloved a woman. 
!Even in her last and greatest extremity, her 
iRffeetion for you cooled not at all. In this 
manner she cried out, " Oh, my dear Aniha- 
my! O ! how I love that brother." But 
there is no need of arguments to prove this, 
which was so evident through the whole 
course of her life. She loved you as a broth- 
er, took care of you as a mother ; nay, and 
long supplied the place of a mother to 
you. 

But wherefore do I write this ? Not to m- 
iJrease yj^ur grief, but for the sake of your 
precious soul. I am well assured how much 
she loved it. How many were her desires, 
cares, and solicitudes, her prayers^aad tears 
upon your soul's account. She wished you 
all happiness as to your bodily health, in your 
marriage, in your trade, in all your affairs ; 
but her greatest care was for your soul. Love 
yourself as she loved you. Endeavour with 
«l11 your strength, to hnitate and follow her. 

She had a serious mind, and a heavenly 
breast. She was talcen up with divine 
things. Her heait was in heaven, while her 
business confined her to earth. She waa 
frugal, and yet liberal. In her temper, meek-* 
nes3 was joined with fortitude. In her prac» 



ISO Letters of the kUe 

lice, she was ludustrioug, but not eoyeious ; 
ingenuous, but not malapert; comely, and 
yet humble at home. She had great rever- 
ence for the higher powers, and gave great 
deference to tlie dignities of ihe church.— 
Against our superiors she esteemed it a crime 
even to whisper ; jei made herself equal 
even to her inferiors. How many are the 
poor, and sick, and marnied, that she hath help- 
ed ? So that she might truly have been term- 
ed a deaconess of the English church. She 
ciied to herself, that she naight live to others. 
She was constant in prayer : a strict observer 
of the sabbath. She loved the word of Crod, 
and reverenced his image in his aunts. To 
those she was a constant companion, and de- 
lighted in their company, though they were 
by others termed the scum ^ the world. She 
preferred a dram of grace before the riches 
of both Indies ; yet ceased not endeavouring 
after all the links of the golden chain. She 
lived in faith, and died in faith, and by fdth she 
fled to Christ, as to an altar, whom she justly 
esteemed the be^miing and end of her salva- 
tion. And iBnally, hence arose her triumphs 
over the infernal powers, and the honible 
pomp of death. Behold her faith, my dear 
brother; and imitate it ^ far as you can. 



X 



^ 



Reverend John Mason. 131 

LETTER XrX^ 

My rery affectionate, and very dear fi-iend, 

I hope there is an indissoluble knot be- 
tween us that neither silence noi* distance can 
break in pieces ; I mean, the *' unity of the 
spirit ;" which will outstand all carnal allian- 
ces, founded in blood or marriages ; and all 
temporary confederacies, grounded upon in- 
terest or temper. Time often breaks the lastj 
and death ever dissolves the first of these ties 
and commuDications. But spiritual friend- 
fihip grows by time, and is perfected by 
death : it lasts and hofds for ever. The time 
«omes when there will be no friendship but 
spiritual friendship. When Eve awoke out 
of Adam's side, how was he joyed in her ? 
•* this is bone of my bone," &c. But when 
they had sitined he bitterly accused her at 
the bar of Grod. Such will the end be of all 
that jocund, friendship of all unregenerate al- 
lies : they will be divided at the bar of God, 
and no otherwise united, than as tare^^ are in 
the same bundle, whose nearness does not 
help to consume one another. 

But, I hope, my dear Jhiend, we are one 
spirit in Christ for ever. I hope we are met in 
him through grace ; shall meet with him in 
the clouds ; and shall, be ever w^itli him in 
heaven. In t-lic mean time, I condemn and 
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abhor myself, that when divine proTldenc^ 
gave me a long wished-for opportunity o 
seeing your face, I was no more inward witi 
you ; and that I so foolishly lost the advan 
tage I then had of consulting and farthering 
your spiritual estate. | 

Sorry I am, there was so little of heavenj 
so much of earthliness and carnality in m^ 
conversation with you. And this I write will 
grief and shame. How often have my boweli 
yearned towards your soul ! that I have 
thought, '^ O that you were but near me, or 
by me ! O that we had but an opportunity oi 
discoursing together of things pertaining ta 
the kingdom of God !" — ^I had an opportuni- 
ty ; I say, I had an opportunity : — ^But it is 
gone, it is gone ! and whether I shidl ever 
have the like again, I know not ^' The Lord 
forgive me ;" — Though I have not been my 
brother's keeper, yet I will commit ipy broth- 
er to that God, who is able to keep him 
**from this present evil world;" and from 
cveiy evil work, unto life eternal. The 
Lord by his spirit, breathe into you better 
meditations than I could have possibly sug- 
gested. I should have spoken to you ; but 
yet I may speak for you, and you for me, to 
that God who is with us both at the same 
lime; and who can blew as bolh <Mit of the 
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iDOiiches of his grace and goodnesji in Jeflu» 

y: Christ. In vrhom I am, 

wii Dear sir, your ajBTectionate friend, 

s's That longs for your everiaBtlng happiness. . 

% JOHN mason: 



LETTER XX. 

Dear friend, 

I I thank you for your letter. I earnestly de- 

: dire your proficiency and comfort in the good 

, tvays of God. A christian must be humbled 

but never discouraged ; the first is a duty, the 

. Eecond is a sin : thou^ the bare talking of 

i the lips tends only to penury, yet ^ talking of 

; God, and tlie things of God, from the heart, 

( is part of the christian practice, especially 

'. among those that are endued with a sense of 

! reli^on. " Our words must be savoury, sea- 

[ . soned with salt ; tending to edification ; and 

! such as may minister grace to the hearers." 

I pommend to you secret duties. " A chris^ 

tian is what he is between God and his own 

ftoul." Go to God for God; go not from 

God without Qod : seek his face in Christ ; 

endeavour for a sense of his favour, and the 

supply of his spirit ; you have the blessed 

and most worthy name of Christ to speed 

your requests, therefore let notliing lie upon 

yeui* heart to trouble you. It is not onlv a 

L 



GmiI, viz. " (o judge yourself, and to judge 
nobody else." God requires thcBe I wo 
thing!!, " to be severe towards yoiirBclf, and 
I'liarilalile towards otiiers :" this will bring jou 
cotiifrirl. Atlcntl lo the vilals Bnd essentialK 
of 4tli;;ion : they will nourish the life and 
power of godlineis in your heart. 

Three tilings make a christian, viz. " Re- 
jteiitaDce towards God ; faiitt in our Lord -'e- 
sus Christ ; and sincere and universal obedi- 
ence." Mind these three tilings, and the 
God of pence shall be with yon. A^urc 
yourself, " there ix fiich a thing as religion in 
ihc world, thou;::!! some deride it, and oClir rs 
falsely |>ri(eii(l to it :" there ic sueli a thinj; as 
communiiin with God : seek comfoi-t in God 
lliroiii^Ji Christ; tliere it is to fje found; rest 
But ti})}'ea fcave fourrt it. irnd thrn yaur fc-nut 
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will say, "this is that I would have; this 
satisfies and refreshes." If a man hath his 
chest full of treasure, what cares he though 
lie be called a poor man 1 he hugs himself, 
and saith, Fopvlus me sibikU^ at nUhi plaudo^ 
So if a man be judged a hypocrite, it mat- 
ters not, so long as he hath the evidence of 
the sincerity in his bosom ; a testimony with- 
in that he " hath pleased God." In a great 
house there are grooms and scullions, yet we 
say, " it is not theur house," it is such a no- 
bleman's house, he owns it ; so there is not 
a christian in the world but had vile slare§( 
lodging within him, but Christ is " Lord of 
the house." Gorraption rebelled, hut grace 
reigns: there are two houses, two parties, 
Christ's side and nature's ; and a conflict be- 
tween them. If it were not so^if it were not 
for this inward conflict, earth would be heav- 
en : for outward opposition would be nothing, 
if it were not for this inward strife. Well, 
but Qjuod non pladty idnon nocet, '* If sin be 
our grief and hatred, it shall not be our ruin." 
Christ's side shall prevail. 

I commend you my dear friend to the 
grace of God, which is able to illuminate 
your mind, to govern your spirit, and to pre^ 
iserve you to his everlasting kingdom. 

1 rest your sincere Friend, 

JOHN MASON. 
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LETTEE XXI. 

My dear Friend, 

I AM sensible of your love to tig. Tea 
tnoum with us, and rejoice with us : and I 
hope you pray for us, and praise for us. — > 
And therefore I must needs desire youi; 
temp[oral, and especially, your eternal Vv^eN 
fare. I rejoice in the hopes of your sted- 
faCstness in Christ; blessed be God who 
hath preserved you, ' and followed you 
with the motions of hift good spirit. — i 
The Lord carry on his work in Our hearts, 
that we may at lastmeet^li his kingdom. — • 
Be encouraged still to depend on God. Con^ 
verse with him by faith, meditation and pray- 
er. If any despise the good ways of God, I 
trust you can justify them by your own ex- 
perience. God's work is wages, and in keep- 
ing his commandments there is great reward/' 
Go on (my dear and faithful friend) go on in 
the strength of Grod. Follow after righteous- 
ness, holiness; faith, love, patience, meekness, 
liabour after farther measures of grace, and 
more intimate acquaintance and commuiuon 
with God. " The way of the Lord is strength 
to the upright." The father a man walks in 
the good ways of God, the better he wHJ find 
them. Let us live by faith, till we shall live 
by sight Let U9 breathe by prayer, til} we. 
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breathe oiit our bouIs into Christ's bosom. 
Say, we are weak (as it is most true ;) our 
6od will strengthen us. A christian cannot 
keep himself, but he ^ is kept by the power 
of Grod, through faith unto salvation." — 
Therefore we must commit our souls to God's 
keeping, and derive supplies of strength from 
Jesus Christ. O that we might daily receive 
of his fulness, even " grace for grace !"— 
When Satan tempts, or the world tempts, fly 
to Christ, and he will succour. If your heart 
be dead, go to Christ, and he will quicken it. 

I commend you to Christ in my prayers ; 
i commend Christ to you in my letters; 
Christ is all in all. " Because I live (saith 
he) ye shall " live alsoJ' Christ sweetens 
life, death, the grave, resurrection, heaven, 
and eternity ; Christ sweetens all. • Do you 
not love a man when you see cUiqiM Christiy 
" something of Christ in him ?" Do you not 
love a book when you read something of 
Christ in it ? Are not the ordinances dear to 
you, because Christ is to be seen through these 
lattices ? And do you not love christian as- 
semblies, because Jeaus Christ walks in the 
midst of the golden candlesticks ?" 

My dear friend, I hope you truly belong f«> 
Christ, and will one day sec liis lace with joy. 
He is oar priest, he is our surety, he i^ o\v: 
??clT^cate at the right haart of the Father. 6 
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let 08 prize him, and pruse kim to' eternity. 

To the Lord Almi^ty's protection, and 

most gracious faTonr, I conunit you, remain- 
ing 

Your assured and faithful friend, 

JOHN MASON. 

LETTER XXII. 

Dear friend. 

Though Providence hath separated us, yet 
it refresheth me tp think upon you, and that 
I am interested in your prayers, as you are in 
jnine. Well, if we are met in Christ, we 
shall meet upon the bench in the great day of 
assize, and before a tlirone of glory in our 
heavenly Father's kingdom, In the mean 
while, our God is with us both whilst we are 
with him.» In his presence is fulness of joy. 
It is not so much the change of place, as the 
presence of God which makes heaven. — 
There is heaven where Grod sliines and mani- 
fests himself. When a soul ^an say, " I 
^vould npt go to heaven, if it were not to 
meet God there ; and if I should be cast into, 
the flames of hell, I could not find in mine 
heart to blaspheme God ;" the exercise of 
Buch a n^editation will mightily help her 
against temptations. 

Many a good, soul dptb not know how 
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much she loves God, but when she feefs 
lliat affection stirring within her. O then^ 
she is in a new, serene, comfortable frame ! 
Satan flies, ** Perfect love casts out fear." 
Liove God and praise God, and all is at peace. 
Nay, admit the soul hath not got full assur- 
ance of her pardon, yet if she sets down 
this resolution — ^' Let God be glorified what- 
ever becomes of me. — Let the angels praise 
him ; let the saints praise him ; let the Jews 
and Gentiles be called in to praise him ; and 
if it may please his Divine Majesty, let me 
poor unworthy soul please him, and be a 
praise to his grace for ever and ever." If it 
can say this, it must be happy with it. Tliat 
must needs be a happy soul that breathes forth 
the praises of God, ascribes all glory to Gad, 
and can sing 

The glory of my gloty still shall be 
To give all glory and myself to thee. 
The Lord put and keep your heart in a 
praising frame. O how well doth this angel- 
ical and evangelical disposition befit and be- 
come those, who of sinners arc made saint b ; 
of enemies, children ; of slaves, heirs ; of 
burning brands, shining stars! When we con- 
sider seriously what we have been, and what 
Tve might have been, nay wliat we miml Iiave 
been, if infinite mercy had not prevc;i!ed; 
(as the Lord was seen in i\\v moiinf. ^vhe«, 



love! O the inlinUe ai;J unsearchable richt 
of free ;;race ! O the ti'einendous mysler; 
jiinl ihvaluuble mercy of tJie incarnation i 
!!;■; tiitu iif Goil ! O Ihe stupendous liumili. 
liuii itPiil condescension of elcmal glory ar 
«:in:i;iii!cii(7 ! O Ihc unparalled love of 
(Uinij; Saviour! O 1 lie s weft lifavenly con 
{iiii;i:uu <if ihe blessed Coinfofler .' — Lor 
H'iial :iic wf, or what is our father's hous 
that titoii h^sl brought us hillicrlo! That Ibc 
sliouiiUl Miiiki! thyself glorious in our glor, 
wii') IiikI iiiatto ourselves vile in di^hoRouiit 
(b3' mm-i ? 0, let us give him our who 
<^im!?., will} hnlb ledermed llicin by bis lilooi 
F'-T it h lit he siwiii! Iv.-vc '.h<y iilnj-^^t of > 
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dear a purchase. Farewell, my dearest friend 
ijk the Lord; ia whoxQ I am 

Your true friend, 
#QHN MASON. 
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